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TO HIS
ROYAL HIGHNESS

GEORGE-AUGUST,
Prince of WALES, &.

KNIGHT and (OMPANION of the
MOST NOBLE ORDER of the
GARTER. |

ARDON me, Mighty
: Prince, that -in the

Crowd of Your Joy-
ful and Devoted Britons,

one of an obfcure Fame -

prefumes to lay his Humble
Offering at Your Feet.

IT is the Hiffory of the
MOST NOBLE ORDER of the
GARTERKR ; which, from its
firft Inftitution, has been
conftantly worn by Perfons -
of the higheft Birth, and

moft illuftrious Merit,.. -
A o 1



The DEDICATION.

IF the Stile and Manner,
in which it is treated, were
‘proportionable to the Dig-
nity of the Subject, there
would need no Apology
for this Dedication. For
to whom, next tothe Great
Sovereignof the Garter, whofe
true Her You are, in all
-manner of Virtue and Hononr,
could this Treatife have re-

courfe for Prote&tion, but
- to Your Royal Highnefs,
who are the Premier Knght
of this Moft Noble Order, and
the ftanding Grace and Or-
nament of it. |

BUT far above all parti-
cular Views, are the unfpeak-
able Bleflings derived to
thefe Kingdoms, by the
SUCCESSION of Your
Iluftrious Royal Houfe :

“Every



The DEDICATION.
Every Britonfeems new Born,
and to have borrow’d frefh
Influence from its Glorious
Prefence. - o

THE Godlike Virtues of
Your Royal Father, are not
tobeexcelled ; and fhould
we venture to exprefs an
Equality, it can only be the
Appearance of Your Royal
Highnefs’s imitating fo
Great a Pattern. ’

AS He is Wife and Good
beyond Praife, fo has He a
Title to the Hearts of His
People beyond Queftion ;
which {tands Confirmed by
the higheft Inftances of Di-
vine Providence, as well as
the inconteftible Authori-
ties of Temporal Laws: On
thefeFoundations,what glo-

rious Profpe&ts may we not
Build



" The DEDICATION.
Build of future Happinefs?
.+ IT were eafy to dwell on
this Subjelt, were it not
wafting Moments of much
more concern to Your Roy-
al Highnefs, than what I am
able to Exprefs. |
- MAY Your Royal High-
nefs long Liveto Adorn this
MOST NOBLE ORDER, and
to fupport the Crown, by a
bountiful and flourithing
Iffue, that there may never
want one of Your Royal
Line to fit on the Throne
of Great-Britain,

Is the Ardent Prayer of,
ILLUSTRIOUS SIR! .
Tour Royal Highne[s’s
Moft Faithful,
Moft Obedient, -
and Humbly Devoted Servant,



T HE

PREFACE

Hofe who are acquainted with My,
Afhmole's Hiftory of the mof
Noble Order of the Garzer, will eafily
[atisfy themfelvess that no Pains or Indufbry
was wanting to Perfect and Complete fo Vow
luminous a Work : He had the Encourage-
ment of a Very gracious Prince, and the ufe
of publick Recor ds, more particularly the [e-
veral Books of the Oider, with the Af-
[iftance of feveral MSS wrote by the 0%~
cers of Arms, who bore Part in the Cerea
monies, or went on Embafies to Stranger
Kings, Princes, 8c. and by their conflant
Obfervations, were familiarly Verfed in all
its Laws and Cuffoms. , ‘
Thefe were very great helps to him, and
it muft be confeffed his own elaborare Study
bad not lefs owing to it. There is nothing
that bas relation to this moft Noble Or-
der, which he bas not touched ong and in-
. deed



The PREFACE.
deedit is a Work fo very copious, that be
does bimfelf acknowledge be has inferted fome

things of little importance 5 which be defires
may be confidered to be done, to gratify fome
few,who have a more immediate concern therein.
The Reader will in this Treatife find little
elfe omitted : A Very painful and exalt. A-
bridgment bas been made, many Correétions
of the Author’s, which be [aw before bis Death,
and left among bis other Books in_bis Li-
brary at Oxford, are here' carefully al-
tered 5 fome Additions are made, a Lift
continsied, of the feveral Knights-Com-
panions, as well as Officers of the Order,
for above forty Years; and the Coats of Arms
of abundance of the Kniglits-Companions
Vifibly correéied from good Authoritiess and
every diftiné Chapter treated of at large ;5 fo
that this Work bas not been compleated but
at great Labour-as well as Expence, which
could not have been fupported, but for
the Encouragement fome of the Knights-
Companions of the moft Noble Order
were pleafed to give it 5 as well in their
Subjcriptions, as in the goed Opinion they
 feemed to Exprefs of the Defin. i
L THE



Moft Noble OrvER

OF THE

GARTER

g%'!ﬂ%:‘}'&?%'l‘ was, undoubtcdly, 3 good Sentiment in
{ ag the firt Collé€tor of this Learried Work,
g I %: to introduce, as well as a2 Difcourfe of
3 % ﬁnig{éd’mll in.d:gene}r]af,' }a: Treatife 105 al
B manses the {everal Orders that have prevail’d ip
ﬁg#ﬁ.@% other Parts of the World ; }f"or thefe in
their Rife and Inftitutions, having’ a relative Senfe to
the particular Subje& he was to illuftrate, feemed to
afford him a very good Opportunity of doing it, by
building on fo convenient a Foundation. o
I fhall therefore, (tho’ much more confin'd to bre.
vity) follow the fame Method, making it ferve as &
proper Introdullion ; there being many Things in the
voluminous Original, which I conceive may with lef¢
Inconveniency be difpencd with. o
It was a conftant Maxim in all well-regulated Go-
vernments, to give a juft Encouragement to Merit, and
this by proportioning Rewards ta the Service done 3

for Merit muft be fuppos’d to confift in the Perfor-
- B : mance
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(2)

mancé of fome Vertuous or Heroick AQion, dire&ed,
for the publick Good : And as Vertue is either Mili-
tary or Civil, fo the Diftribution of Rewards is diffe-
rent 5 either by beftowing Degrees and Titles of Ho-
nour, or by Donations of Wealth ;5 fo that in either
Conftruétion, Vertu¢ may haveits proper and fuitable
Reward.’ o

Bur the proper Reward of Military Vertue, is Ho-
nour : (to which diftinét Head this Work is confin’d.)
Honouyr, which Arifletle calls the Greateft of exteriour
Goods : And being an Obje&t of a nobler Ambition
than the Accumulation of Wealth, is principally the
Aim of that Vertue we underftind by #alour ; which
fprings from more generous Spirits, and hath been the
conftant Foundation of raifing Men to the higheft
Eminence of Glory, and fuperiour Dignity.

Bur that Fame might notgofe it felf in an unbounded
Notion, it was at length thought fit to reduce Honour
into Form and Order, by invefting the Perfon meriting
with fome particular Title or Appellation of Excellence,
(the Original of all Nobility; ) of which Knighthood,
as it hath been accounted the moft fuitable Reward
to the greateft Vertue, fo it hath been efteemed the
chief and primary Honour among many Nations. '
" 'Tuk Romans held Honour and Vertue in that Efteem,
that they deify’d, and dedicated Temples to them:
They made them fo contiguous in their Situation, that
there was no other Paffage to that of Honour, but thro®
the Temple of Vertue, myftically adménidxing, that
Honour was not to be attained by any other Way.

In feveral of the Roman Coins we fee Honour and
Vertue r'cgrefcnted together in one Reverfe, and inone
Medal ; the Face of Honour o fhadews that of Vertue,
that but a little of it appears, Honowr being the more illufiri-
ows of the t1wo 5 and where we behold any Perfon outwardly
adorned with it, we are to judge him inwardly endued with
Vmul:e Jinafmuch s Honour s his due, and juftly beflowed

on him,

§. 2. In tracing the Original of Knighthood, we are
ot {o vain to fay, with the French, that S.Michael was
theqremier Chevalier 5 yet thys much we may affert, that
*tis near as ancient as Valour and Heroic Vertue, not-
vnthftanding the Ceremonies and Circumftances of it
have varicd according to feveral Ages and Natjons : And_
thewefore, with much Probability, we may den’g the

oy '.' v « $ rigi-
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Original of Military Honour from the Troians and
Grecds ; among whom, as Knights of great Renown,
were HeBlor, Troilas, Aness, Antenor, Agamemnon, Me-
selsus, Peless, Tydens, &c. And thus Homer ufes the
Word ixsims, in the fame Senfe as Eques was afterwards
among the Latins.

Teizs & x parienws p3pn@r ixwie N{;-np.,
*Mong whom thus Neflor fpake, that honour’d Knight.

¢§. 3. Uron 2 more fabflantial Bafis we fhall defcend
to the Romaxs ; among whom, in the very Infancy of
their Military Glory, a Society of Knights was inftituted,
immediately after their Union with the Sabines. Romulus
inrolled Cemturie tres Equitum, three Centuries of"
Knights, out of the chiefeft Families, whom he ap-
inted to be his Life-guard, and called them C./eres,”
om their A&tivity and Difpatch in Martial Affairs.

- Targuimiss Prifens made an Addition to thefe Centu-
ries; the like did Servius Tullius, who ordained, that
thofe who fhould fucceed in that Body, fhould be
ele@ed ex cenfu, viz. from a confiderable and certain’
Valuation of their Eftates, who had the greateft Cenfe,
and were of the moft Noble Families, {ays Dyony/. Ha-
Licarn. And foon after, the Equeftrian Clafs began to be
formed and conflituted one of the three Orders of the
Commonwealth, which were thusrank’d, according to
Livy: Semarns, Ordo Equeftrss ¢ Plebs; which in the Ro-
man Literal Notes 1s fet down after this Manner : |
CON. SEN. E, ORD. P. Q. R. And forafmuch as
this Degree is placed between the Patricians, or Senators,
and the Plebeians, it anfwers exa&ly the State of our
Knights between the Nobility and Commonalty : And
from this Order,to the Height of Nobility which refided
in the Senators, was the Way prepared 5 Junius Brutus
being the firft who was raifed to a Senator from the
Equeftrian Order. '

T was a Conflitytion, as old as Tiberixs’s Reign, that
oone fhould be admitted, unlefs Free-born, or a Gentle-’
man for three Generations; and, indeed, for a long
Time gone were ele@ed Knights but the beft Sort of
Gentlemen, and Perfons of Extra@ion, as was the il-
luftrious Mecenas, :

B: Ara-
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Atavisyegibus ortns eques, Mart.

who afpired no higher, not out of any Incapacity of
attaining greater Honours, but that hedefired them not,
fays Paterculus ¢ Yet at length, thro’. Corruption of
Times, Plebeiansand Freedmen being too frequently re-
ceived into this Degree (too neara %auﬂef‘ among the
‘Knights of this Age) occafion’d their -Power to grow
1¢fs and lefs, *till it Thrunk te nothing ; fo that the Pla-
ces and Offices of Judges which they before had execy-
ted, became confcfra.lﬁe upon the Publicans. And when

Cicero was Conful,anna ab urbe conditi 690, the Equeftrian |

Order ftood in need of Re-eftablifhment, whereupon -
they were then incorporated into that Commonwealth
in the third Degree, all A&ks pafling in the Name of the ,
Senate, the Peaple of Rome, and the Equeftrian Order.

' They often enjoy’d Abroad the Government of feveral .

Provinces, whereof Egypt had. this peculiar to itfelfy”
that none of the Senators were admitted, but only thofe .
of the Equeftrian Order, whofe Decrees Auguftus com.,
manded to be had in like Regard, as if the Magiftrates
of Reme, or Kings, Confuls, or Prztors, had pronoun--
ced them. oo -
As 2 Mark of Eminence, they had the Titles of-
Splendidi and Illyflres beftowed upon them, and fome-,
times have been called mof? facred Knights. -
Axp befides other Privileges, they had Seats with the
Senators in the Circus Maximus 3 and by the Rofrian Law,,
fat next them in the Theatres: They had likewife a-
College called Collegium Equitum 5 and Temples were
dedicated to the Goddefs Fortune, under the Title of
Equcfiri Fortune, L :
Having fhewn the Dignity and Honouss, of the E-
queftrian Order among the Romans, we fhall pow touch.
upon the Degrces of Knighthood which have been,.
Perfonal, and may be comprehended under the Modern:
Title of Equites Aurati, or Milites Simplices, - (as diftin-
guifh’d from the feveral Orders of Chivalry, nftituted.
in Chriftendom.) In the Circumftance of whofe Crea-
tion we confefs, nothing in the Roman Ordo Equefirn
hath place, tho’ that might be the Ground and Originaly
of the Dignity, and one common End in both, namely,:
the Purfuit of Military Exploits, and Service in the

Wars,
§ 4. Or

T
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§. 4. Or the Degrees of Knighthood. We fhall firft
of the Momozons, i.e. Knights begirt with the Military
Girdle, 3§ Cuftom devolved to the Germans and Ganls
fom ancient Times, and from them to After-Ages.

S1R Henry Spelman notes, Thas the lare Emperors conferred
the Dignity af Knightheod with the Military Girdle inflead of
all agher Arms, becanfe that Pars more’ eminent amongs? themn
girdeth, [upporteth, and adorseth the reft 5 whence Selden
¢alls this Girding the moft eflential part of the Cere-
mony. . Nor do we ind among the various Ceremonies
of Knighthood any that have continued fo conftant in
Prattice as the endowing with Girdle and Sword, Or-
naments proper to the Dignity and Marks of Honosr and
Verswe, with which the Statues and Portraitures of
Knghts, on their Grave-ftones have been adorned. -

Fonr as at this Day Knights. are ftyled Eguites Awrati,
from the Golden 8purs, heretofore put on at their
Creation, fo werc they more anciently Singxlo Milesari
donati, in tefpe@, when any one was Kmighted, he was
not only {mitten with the Sword; but mvefted with
Sword and Belt, yet retain’d at the creating our Knights
%f; l;ltmn 1?&/;,‘ .as the old Formulary shus hath t,é 3
: -the 13ing of great Fauouw take the
B, and givh the eg;fme eeetoith.

8econdly, The Baccdliurei or Kﬁi%h s Batéhelors, are
to be confider’d, who are indiffefently ftyled Chevaliers,
Milices, Equites Anratl, and Knights. This Degree is truly
accounted the firft of all Military Dignity, and the
Foundation of all Honours in our Nation, and is deri-
ved from, if not the fame with that immediately pre-
ceding. For as the Ceremony of a gentle Toach on
the Shoulder with the flat Side of the Sword hath been
fince ufed, inftead of girting with the Sword and Belt,
(efpecially in Times of War, or in Hafte) as an Initia-
tion into the Military Order ; o on the contrary, it is
not unufual now-adays, for the Prince, at leaft Gladio,
s not Cingulo donare s for he oftentimes beftows the
8word upon the Perfon he Knighseth.

Mirans gives them the Epithet Aurari, from the Pri-
vilege of wearing Gold upon their Swords and Spurs,
omitting Tiraquel's fanciful Diftin&ion between Miles and
ﬁm Auyratus, who allows the former to fignify a Knight

oble before, apd the other to denote one whom we
call a Knight and no Gentleman, or applicable to the

Neapolitan Gentlemen, (ufually called Cavalier)) 'who
B3 are
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are all ftyled Eguires, tho’ they never have attained the
Knightly Dignity.
THe third Sort were Knights Banerets, who fo well de-
ferv'd in the Wars, that they were afterwards permitted
“to ufe Vexillum quadrasum, a Iquare Banner, whence they
were called Equites vexillarii, or Chevaliers a Buniere from
-the Dutch Banerheere, Lord or Mafter of the Banner. -

Camden conceivesthis Title firft devis’d by K. Edward 3.
in Recompence of Martial Prowefs ; a Recital of which
Digni?' ismention’d in a Patenr 20 E. 3. to Jehn Coxp-

land, for his Service, in taking David King of Scoss Pri-
foner. But it was much more ancient with us, as well
asin France 5 and they had particular Robes, and other
Ornaments given them from the Crown, ad apparasum
Jusm promilisia, sanquam pro Bameretts, a Rege ﬁc/fi‘bimda,
‘&ec. iz, ad unum Tunicam, &c. after which 1sfet down
the particular Robes, and other Ornaments appointed
for his Creation, ‘

To fhew this Dignity yet more ancient, there is the
Evidence of a Writ in K. Edw. 3d’s Time, for furnifhing

. Thomas Bardolf with the Robes of a Baneret. It isan Ho-
nour cfteemed the laft among the Greateft, viz. Nobilitam
Majorum, or the Firft of the Second Rank ; and is placed
in the Middle between the Barons and the other Knights 3
in which refpeét the Baneres may be called Pexillarins
minor, as if he were the lefler Banner-Bearer ; to the End
he might be fo differenced from the Greater, namely
the Baron, to whom the Right of bearing a fquare
Banner doth bclo:;g. :

Bur there are fome remarkable differences between
thefe Knights and Knights-Batchelors 3 as in the Occa-
fions and Circumfitances of their Creations, the Bamerer
being not Created, unlefs ata Time when the King’s
Standard is ere@ed, and that he bears hisown Banner
in the Field 5 whilft the Knight-Batchelor follows that
which is anothers.

Thas farther difference is obferved between them,
that the Knighs-Baneres had fo many Gentlemen his Ser-
vants at Command, as that he could raife a2 Banner, and
make up a Company of Soldiers to be maintained at his
Table, and with his own Pay : But the Knight-Batchelor
had not fufficient for this, and therefore marched under
the Banner of another; and the Wages of the Baneres
were double.

Next



(7) .

Nrxr to thefe, we arc to mention Knights of the

Bath, which is a Degree that hath the Inveftiture and
Title of Knight, with an additional Denomination,
derived from Eart of the Ceremony of his Creation.
Itis the general feceiv’d Opinion, that our K. Hen. 4.
frft inflituted thefe Knights, which is juftify’d by Sir.
Jobm Froifard, who fays he created 46 of them at his
Coronation, chufing them from fuch, as were either
his Favorites, or had pretenfions to it from their per-
fonal Merits, or Services.

Bur if the Ceremonies and Circumftances of their
Creation be well confider’d, it may be inferr'd, that he
rather reflor'd the ancient way of making Knights,than
Inflituted them 3 and confequently that the Knights
of the Bath, are really no other than Knights-Batchelors 3
that is, fuch as are created with thofe Ceremonies,
wherewith Knights-Batchelors were formerly created by
Ecclefiafticks: %u't fome of them havx‘hﬁ been laid afide,
were then brought agaisi into Ufé, and made peculiar
to this Degree, and fince continued to them upon fome
folemn and great Occafion. B

Ar thefirlt View they look like 2 diftin& Order of
Knighthood 5 but cannot be fo accounted, becaufe they
have no Statutes affigned them, nor are in Cafe of Va-
cancy, fupply’d, (the Effentials of diftin& Orders) nor
do they wear their Robes beyond the Time of that Oc-
cafion upon which they were created ; as chiefly, the
Coronation ofa King or Queen, the Creation of a Prince
of Wales, Duke of York, and the like ; whereas alfo
their Number is uncertain, and always at the Pleafure
of the King.

Favine calls them Knights of the Crown, becaufe, to
diftinguifh them from Efquires, they wore upon theit
Left Shoulder an Eicutcheon of Black Silk embroider'd
with threz Crowns of Gold ; but therein he miftakes,
for they nevet ufed only a Silk Lace, andthe Jewel they
wore was made of Gold, containing three Crowns, wit
this Motto Tria junfluin una, hanging down under the
left Arm at g Carnation Ribbon worn crofs the Body.

Tai1s leads us to the Degree of Baronets, who feem
allied to Knighthood, b ﬁaving granted them the Ad-
dition of Sir to be fet before their Names: But this

ives them not the Dignity of Knighthood 5 nor can
they properly be ftyled Knights, until they be aétually

Knighte
B3 % Iz
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. Ir.is aDegree erefted A»éw 9. Jac. 1. and the Grant
made by Letters Patents under the Great Seal' of ng-
land. It is Hereditary to them, and the Heirs Malé of
their Bodies lawfully begotten, for ever ;' and by
fubfequent Decree. of the faid King, Precedence ‘is’

stanted t0 them before all Banerets, except fuch as
iould’ be ‘made’ by the King under his Standard, dif-
play'din an Army Royal in open War, and the King
perfonally prefent, and next to and immediately after
the younger Sons of Vifcount and Barons. ™ !

. Tue Ground for ereéling this Degree was partly
Martial ; for tho’ themfelves were not e‘goinca perfonal
Service in the Wars, yet each Baronet was to maintain’
thirty Foot Soldiers for three Years in Ireland, after the'
rate of Eight Pence per Day, for the Defence of that
Kingdom, and chiefly to fecure the Plantation of Ulfter.’

' 'Igm:v were at leait to be defcended from'a Grand-
father, on the Father’s Side, that bore Arms, and had’
a Revenue of 10co /. per Ann. or Lands of old Rents
of equal Value with 1000 L. per 4nn. of improv’d Lands,
or atleaft two Parts of three of fuch E_ﬁ'ate'm Pofleffion 3
the other third in Reverfion Expetant upon one Life!
held only in Jointure. S .

Tnue Year after, King James 1. added fome new Pri-'
vileges and Ornaments, viz. to Knight thofe already'
anade that were noKnights; and the Heirs hereafter of
every Baronet fhould, at the Age of One and Twenty’
Years, receive Knighthood ; likewife that all Baronets
might bear in Canton, of in an Inefcutcheon, the Arms'
of Ulfier 5 and farther, to have place in the Armies of
the King in the Grofs, near about the Royal Standard. -

Since the Inftitution. of Baronets in England, there’

ave been mide divers in Ireland after the like Form :
And the Knights of Nova Scotia in the Wefl-Indies were,
ordained in fmit‘ation of Baronets in England by the faid
King Jaimes, A.D, 1622, for the Planting that Coun-
try by Scorch Colonies, and the Degree ‘made likewife
Hereditary, - ' ' B

Tuese ittcr wear an Orange Tawny Ribbon astheir
Badge, to diftinguifh.them from other Knights 5 and it
appears, there was an Iatention, 1627. to move his
then Majefly, that all Baronets and Knights Bachelors
might wear Ribbons of feveral Colours, fome Badge
or}cwel, in fuch Sort asdid the Knights of the Barh,’
to diftinguifh the one from the other :” But that Matter
dropt. 9. 5. We
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§. s. We fhall now obferve the Etymolo? of F:'lzueff
Miles, Chevalier, Ritter, and Sir. The Grecianshad a Titlé
of Honour equivalent to the Significatian of Eg:m m
the Latin, from Equxs; an Horfe, becaufe ' one Part of
the Ceremony, .wgggeb& this Honour became confet-
red, was the giving of an Horfe ; or becaufc haying
an Horfe at the Publick Charge, they received the
Stipend of an Horfeman' t6 ferve in the Wars, Horfey
being Symbols' of War, ‘Bello armantur equi. 1t is to
be noted, That the Degree of Knighthood in the Dia-
1e&s of other Nations ‘hath the fame Derivation= For
in theé French, a 'Knight ig called Chevalier 5 in the Gers
man, Ridder, or Rister, q. d. Ridets fo the Gheflaged
Ridder isinterpreted, The dubbed Knight 5 in the Iralian,

it is Cavaglicro 5 in the old ‘Britifh, Morchaog 3 con;crnirq&

D

which, hear one of Jeffery Chancer’s Scholars.

... Eques ab Equo {8 {a{d of Bery tt‘gbt,’ o
... QnD Chevalier {5 faid of Chebalele, '
( < fpbich a Rider cailed i3 aKnight ; . ..
. .. Arragoners Done al{o (Pecifie -
- ___Caballierc thtough ail that JDavtie,
I8 Rame of wiohip;and (o tookhis ‘ginning
D¢ Spurs of Soid, ano chiedp Riding.

Axp tho’.the Word Miles fignified at firft any lchlz
inrolled for the War, which Inrolment was twofold,
Honoraria and Vulgars 5 yet upon the Decay of the Ro-.
man Empire, upon the Irruption of the innumerable
Forces of the Alari, Goths, Vandals, ¢r¢c. which confifted
in Horfe, their Foot was rendred ufelefs. Miles was na
tonger faid of him that ferved on Foot in the Wars, but
began %o be properly fpoken of the Horfeman ;' whence/
itcame into Vogue, That among the Titles of Nobili-
, he who had that of Miles beftowed on him, was.un-
erffood td be Horfeman, or Egues, that is, of the E-
queftrian Dignity. S : C o
Selden obferves Miles to-be equivocal : and that in‘the
old feodal Laws of the Empire it fignify’d a Gentleman,
as the Word Gentleman is fignify’d in Nobils 3 and with'
us it hath been frequently ufed to denote both Gentle-
men, and Knights § for Milites denotes Gentlemen,
or great Frecholders, and not dubbed Kaights, wiz.:
fuch who hold by Knights Service from a jLord of
-~ ‘ Rt

I, |
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a Mannour, and fuch who are chofen from the feveral
Countics to fegve in the High Courts of Parliament.

Miles, even in the Saxon Times, denoted fometimes a
Dignity. But about the Year 1046, becomidga Title
of Honour, it is fioce moft generally -appropriated to
Perfons who have received ﬁni hthood correfpondent’
to Eques and Chevalier, tho’ indecf lefs proper 5 in regard,
Knighthood is the Dignity of Horfemaxlx)lilip. and the
Tenure of Lands by Knights Fees here in England,.
anciently called Regale Servisium, ij in tnith Horle Ser-
vice; and the Tenants fuch as Fe'rved, the King on
Horfeback in Wars, are Gentlemen at leaft (if not of
Noble Extration. o ’ T

Minfbew fays, the Equites, which heretofore followed
and accompanied the Emperor, are, in the German
Tongue, called Knechees, that is, Servitors, or Minifters 5
but Camden fays, Knechs, in Saxon Cwibt, was in far more
anciént Times accepted as an honorary Title; and,
amorig the old Germans, fignify’d a Perfon arm’d with
Spéar and Lance, (the Enfigns ‘of their Knighthood)
asin After- Times fuch were, among other Nations,
adorned with a Girdle and Belt, fince called Eguires
anrasi, and fometimes fimply Milites.

Tur Addition Sir to the Names of all Knights Bane-
rets, Knights of the Barh, and Batchelor Knights, pro-
nounced at the Time when they are created, with this
Compellation : Arife, Sir Jobny or Sir Thomas, ¢rc. is
accounted Parcel of their Style, which the Banerets en-
joy by virtue of a Claufe in their Patent. Itis a Con-
tra&tion of the Old French Sire, taken for Seigneur, or
Lord, from the Greek Kvex®. But how it came to be
firlk given, we cannot find ; neverthelefs, our Englifb
Writers have beftowed it upon the major Part of the
Nobility, after they had been received into the Order
of Knighthood; and in the Life of St. Thomas Becker,
written about the Time of King Edw. 1. we meet with
the Title prefix’d to the Names of the four Knights,
who flew the faid St. Thom.ss.

. §. 6. Tuz Enfigns of the Equeftrian Order among
the Romans, by which they were made, was a Publick
Horfe, or a Gold Ring ; yet flill, to thofe who had
Equeftrian Cenfe, the Horfe was the ancienter Badge
ofg the two; but when thro’ the Multitude of thefe
Kaights no Publick Horfes were affigned, but to fuch,
who were ready to enter upon Militaty Service, :u} d :lo

1ght
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fight in the Legions, fuch were called Legionary Knightt,
to diftinguith them from thereft, who huf only recerv’d
the Honour of a Gold-Ring; for they were not all
employ’d in Wars. ‘ .
ax Cenfor (after the Inftitution of that Office ab
whe condita, 310.) and afterwards the Emperor, were
the Perfons who beftowed this Eguus Militarss, or Pxb-
ficens, as it was called from the Annual Allowance, to’
keep him, which they gave unto thofe of known Ver.
tue and ap prov’d Life, compelling him to ferve in the
Wars, tho' againft his Will; (but in the more ancient
Method of Ele®tion, Conftraint was not ufed.) And
upon Negligence in the Care of thefe Horfes, or any
Blemith, Reproach, or Infamy, or Lofs of Patrimony,
in the Knights, the Horfes were not only taken awayy
but the Knights wholly disfranchis’d.. Rofinus laying
down the Manner and Order ufed in eje@ing fuc
Knights, adds, A Recital being made of all the Knights shat
avere involled, thofe whofe Names he omitted, were thereby un-
derflood s0 be depriv’d of that Dignity. . h
WueN they had ferved in the V}ars the Time appoint-
ed by Law, it was the Cuftom to lead their Horfes by
the gtidle into the Forum, before the Duxmirs [Cen-
fors,] and giving an Account under whom and what
Generals or Captains thz had ferved ; they were
thereupon difmifled from farther Service in the Wars =
AnExample whereof Pltarch relates to have been given
by Pompey himfelf. _ .
-BuT whereas among the Romas Infcriptions we find
Eqno pablico honoratns donatus, ornatus, and exornatus, fuch .
is not to be conftrued to be of Equeftrian Dignity, but
only to have received the premia militaria, with which
the Emperors ufed to recompenfe fome particulir Ex-,
ploit, by the Honour of fucha Gift, according to Sal-,
mafims. Equas Publicus, by a wondrous, neverthelefs
an accuftom’d Speech,among the Romans, is the Knight,
gui egmo publico merer. And qui equo publico donatus, the
other deferving Perfon. o
As to the Ring : In Genefis we read of Pharoah’s taking
off his Ring, and [putting it upon Joféph’s Hand. When
they came in Fafhion with the Romans, the Senators at
firft wore Iron ones, which were accounted the Enfign
of Military Vertue, received upon a Publick Account.
Howbeit, in Procefs of Time, when Gold Rings were
drawn into Ufe, nonc but Scnators and Knights had

them.
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them, The Djfferencé among the Rings of the three
Orders in the State were,as Lirerus obferves, Gold Ring®
fet with precious Stones were given to the Senators on~
fy'; Plain Rings without Stones to’ the Knights, and
Iron Rings ta the . Plebeiaxs, or Free-born-men ; info-
much that Equeflri dignitate’ donare, and annulo howorare,
is 2 promifcuouns Phrafe in Tacitus, to giye the Digniry
of ‘K_night’hoqd 3 and at the Battle of Canye, by the twa
Mez{urcs é'x‘,B_uﬁ'AeIs of Gold Rings fent to Carthage, the
Nubet of theRomaniKnights there flaip was computed,
§."7. At length Freed-Men being created Knights,
He, Fus qnm’:/orum;;thlc’ Rig]lt of, wgag'jpg Gold Rings,
ecame promifcious. -

' ¥“kymong the Germans, the Shicld and Lance were ace
counted the grand Badges of Military Honour, or
Knighthood. . This the Lambards, the Franks, and oun
Country-men, all defcending out of Germany, ufed, and
Wis'to ‘us (in_the ‘Opinion . of Sir Hen. Spelman) the

- Poundation of the Knightly Order. Much like the
ancient Germans was the Cuftom of making Knightg
among the [rife : -And Favire notes the Shield and Lance
Wwere ﬁye rq;ier Arms appertaining toa French Knight,
which Efquires, erigers,:'carrieg always after tﬁcir
Magters, ,S%idds nd Scutes (as they are vulgarly called)
i;‘¢. Equeftrian Targets, inclining .to an Oval, ‘not
Shie‘lds/or Bucklers of Foot Soldiers. o
* Anorner Enfign and Ornament of Knightly Honoue
i8," the Cingulum milisare. or Balteus, Whicﬁ, Varro fays,
is Iu&qn,,,ﬁggifying a military Girdle, which were
arnifhed with great Buckles, Studs, and Rings of pure
,oT_fl, to fhew tgcir D_i‘%:zity and Power inmilitary Com..
mands ; and with fuch'a Belt, fet with Pearls and.
Precious Stonds, young Athelftan was girded, when he.
réceiv’d Knighthood from his Grandtather King A/fred. .
Our Knights  were -no lefs anciently known by thefe.
Belts, than by their gilt Swords, Spurs, ¢rc. Howbeit
the Ufe now only a{) ears in Knights of the Bath. .
To this Belt wasa fg added a Sword, not of Ordipasy.
Ule ;. and therefore termed the Sword .of a' Kxight,
which was hallowed with great Ceremony. . - '
AnornEer eminent Badgeis the Galden 8purs, where- .
with, at the Time of their Creation,. Knights Spurs’
were wont to be adorned ; and to thefe, a little after the .
Conqueft, were added far more and greater Oruaments.
They were ufually put on after the Perfon had been’

i pre-
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pifented to the Prince who gave the Honour, to fignify, |
that the new-made Knight fhould not only declaré his |
Valour by his Sword, but al{o by the Managetnént of "'
Yis Horfe, which he fhould encourage and excite with '~
tis Spurs, to the carrying on his valiant Defigns. Thefe
Srurs have been of that Efteem, that Knight Batchelors
are latinized Equites aurati 5 among the Germans, Rirter '
dzfs Gulden Sporns 5 and with us heretofore, Knights of the
Spwrs : And feveral Families by the Name of Kmghr, |
bear for their Arms the Spurs on a Canton.. 4 '

It is farther cc:tifil'd among the Rights of 4 Knight'
Baneret, that upon the Account of his Kunighthood he
nny wear gilt }S’Purs, as well as a gilt Sword ;. and that
the Spurs are effential, may be colle@ed from’ the De-
gradation of a Knight, where his gilt Spurs are firftcut:
of with an Hatchet; the Cafe of Sir .frdva Harcla. In,
the 12t Place is the Collar, an Enfign of Knightly Dig-.
nity among the Germans, Gauls, Britons, Danes and Goths,.
among whom it was caitomary to wear them, as déno-
ting {uch as were refnarkable for their Valour.. But in
lotcr Times, it was the peculiar Fafhion of Knighes:
among us to wear Golden Collars compofed of SS.
or other various Devices ; fo that thofe' Monuments are”
known to be ere@ed for Knights on whofe Portraitures.
fuch Otnamentsare found. - S

f. 8. Tur Qualifications for Knighthood are_princi-

ly three. 1. Merit, the bare mentioning whereo

Eal fuffice here. 2. Birth, viz, that the Parties who
enter thereinto ought firit to make appear they be,
Gentlemen of three Paternal Defcents, bearing Coat’
Armour 5 and much the fame was the Law of tﬁc Em-

ire under Frederick 2. A. D. 1212. Some think it alfo
mfufficient, unlefs defcended {o by the Mother's Side 5
atleaft the muft be a freed Woman. And, 3. Eftate,.
which alfo ferves to fupport the Di?ity. o

Tuvs Wealth was fo much regarded among the Cha-.
! tdonians, that thofe who were rich, bore the Name of
Knights. It was Eftate that entitled a. Man to this,
Honour among the Remans 3 for the Cenfor might.
compel any Citizen equal to the E%ueﬂrian Cenlfe,
whom he thought fit to take that Order: And'this
confifted of 400000 Sefterces, 7. ¢. 3025 /. of our Money.’

AND asin O/d Rome, fo here in England, not long after
the Conqueft, they who held a Knights Fee, viz. 680,
Acres of Land migit claim it, fays Camden. But|it ap-
pears from Selden, that no certajn Number, or Extcni
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of Acres, made 3 Knight's Fec ¢ and Temp. Hen. 3. and
Edw. 1. and 1 Edw. 2. the Cenfus milits was meafured
by 2 L. by the Year, or more ; and by the Royal Pre-
rogative, fome who held 15, then 20, atother times
30, then 40, and fometimes 5o /. Lands, were rcgnircd
to accept this Honour by Writs dire&ed to the Sheriffs
of the Counties, and were excufed only by Reafon of
old Age, irrecoverable Weaknefs, Lofs o¥ Limbs, or .
being in Holy Orders ; and upon all other Caufes (if
cxempted) t c{l paid a Fine, eftimated according to
the l\ﬁt,ure of the Excufe, or length of Time given.

Bur in the promifcuous Courfe of Knighthood, where
the Men of Wealth and Eftate (whether otherwife
worthy or not) became dign‘x:‘fK’d; yet the Gate of _
Honour was not then fhut againf} thofe, who .wanting
Riches, deferved well of their Country; for when
Princes conferr’d fuch Dignities upon Men of narrow
Fortunes, they ufually beftowed with them annual Pen-
fions, or Lands, agreeable to the Judgment of the Au-
thor of the Divifion du mond:, who faith that the Ho-
nour of Kpighthood is not to be given any Perfon who
hath nqt a confiderable Eftate, unlefs {ufficient Means to
fupport the Honour of the Order be alfo given with it.

uest Penfionsare frequently mention’d in our Rolls,
fometimes during Pleafure, and fometimes during the
Life of the Knight, or till better Provifion fhould be
made for their Supports : Examples whereof are, 8ir
Sohn Atte Lee, Sir Nele Loring, Sir John Walfb, Knights.
Thelike Rewards our Kings gave to fuch whofe Merit
raifed them tothe Degree of a Baneret, exprefs'd in their ,
Patents, ad manutenendum flatum Banererti, Pro [uflentatione
fua, ut ipfe flasum Baneretti melius manusenere poffit, Pro flatu
'wo manutenendo 5 or Words to the like Effeét : Examples
where of are, Sir Reginald Cobham, Sir Thomas de Rokeley,
Sir Sohn Lyfle, and Sir Roger de Swynerron, Banerets.

It may be next confider’d who can make Knighrss
wherein 1t is apparent, that they who never were, and
others who never could be ‘Knights, have conferr’d this
Dignity ; yet ’tis to be underftood, that Neceffity and
Cuftom hath in this Cafe the Force of a Law : For anci-
ently, Bifbops and Priefls made Knights 5 fo alfo do the
Popes, and fome Commonwealths ; likewife our Queens.
For the Sovereign, or the Heir apparent, tho’ they be no
Knights," may neverthelefs do it, by rcafon they pofiefs
the Kingdom 35 and are therefore the Head and Chief of

Chevalry, and confequent all the Power thereof is con-‘
~ coT eained’
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tained in their Command. To conclude this Ppint,

Enighthood wasal wacy: received from the Hand$ of ariother

Perfon, either by Ceremony, or Diploma, except only

the Kings of Spain, who Time out of Mind made them-

{elves Knights; and this by Vertue ofan old Law written
in the Arragonian Tongue, as Ambrdfias Morales repotts.

And, to fbew that ne Man upon Earth hath any Power over:
him, he fball gird him[elf with the Sword made after the Form'
of aCrofs 5 and that Day can'no other Man be Knighted.

§. 9. Ofthe Ceremonies and Formalities ufed at the
Couferring of Knighthood, the moft ancient was per-
form’d by putting the Belt Ioofe over the Shoulder, or
girding it clofe about the Wafte. The Bend in Armoury
reprefents the one, and the Fefi the othér. The ﬁ‘z
Chriftian Kings at giving this Belt kiffed the new Knight
on the Left Cheek, faying, In the Homowr of the Father,
and the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, I make you a Knighs.
It was called Ofculum pacss, the Kifs of Favour, or Bro-
therhood, and is prefumed to be the Accollade, or Cere-
mony of Imbracing, which Charles the Great ufed when
he Knighted his Son Lewss the Drbonair. It was in the
Time of the fameEmperor,the Way of Knighting by the
Colaphum, or Blow on the Ear, ufed in Sign of fuftaining
future Hardfhips, which isthought to have been deriv’
from the Manner of Manumiffion of a Slave among the
Romcns 5 a Cuftom long after retained in Germany and
France. 'Thus William Earl of Holland, who was to be
Knighted before hecould be Emperor, at his being elefted
King of the Romans, teceived Knighthood by the Box of
thc%ar, crc. from Sohn King of Bohemia, A. D. 1247.

In'the Time of the Saxom%crc in England, Knights re-
ceived their Inftitutions at the Hands of Great Prefarés or
Abbats 5 which,according to their Opinion,render’dthem
more aufpicious. In the accomplifhing of which Solem-
nity, theyadded many religious Ceremonies, as Watch-
inﬁ, Fafting, Bathing, and Confecriting the Sword ; an
Inftance of which we have in Heward Lord of Brune, in
in Lincelnfbire, who received this Honour from Brand,
Abbot of St. Edmundsbury. But not long after the Con-"
queft, this Cuftom was reftrained by a Synod a, Wzfimin-
Jtr, A.D.1102. 3 H.1. which among other Things
ordained Ne Abbates [i. e. all Spiritnal Perfons] faciuns
wilites. However the religious Ceremonies for the moft
part continued, efpecially Vigilsand Bathings, as ap-

ears by thay grand Solemnity at the Creation of 267
r(nights, Sons of Earls, Barons, and Knights, ;g'ou
.\;....‘a...-..‘....‘..... [ . 'il-
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Whitfouside, anno 34 Edw, 1. cited by Selden and Camden.

ind thefe Formalities the Saxons and Normans, not only
here in Englomd, but the French, Spaniards; and othet
Nations, obferv’d, concluding from' it, that decency
of Habit was as well expecled from them, as Integrity
of Life, and purity of l‘zanners. And the like religious
Geremony was herctofore obferv’d in Spain at the Crea-
tion of Knights, whether Caveleros de Efpucla d* Ordda,
or Amados [our Knights Batchelors,] In this Form, the
Perfon to be Knighted was bathed ip the Evening, 5ﬂ§

refently laid in Bed 5 then cloathed in rich Robes, an
fed to the Church to_perform his Vigils: That being
over, and Mafs heard, his Spurs were put on, and his
Sword girt about him, then drawn out, and put i‘t'xto)
his Right Hand 5 whereupon the Oath was forthwith
adminiftred to him 5 which taken, he that beftowed the
Dignity gave him ura Pefconade, a Blow, or Stroke on’
the Neck, faying, God affift you in the Performance of
yout Promife. . _ ,

- Tue Qath or Vow the Knights profefled, wasin ge-
neral, to relieve and prote® Widows, the Fatherlefs,.
Opprefled and Miferable, and to defend the Church of
Gog 5 which to keep and perform was efteem’d as meri-
te:iplui,as to do all that 2 Monk, Frier,or Canon Regular
thou R e A

. TuErz isalfo mention (by Mr. Selden) of confecrating
the Sword, offering it at the Altar,and receiving it again
from thence, as an implicit* Kind of taking an Oath.
But as in Peace and great Leifure thefe tedious Ceremo-
nies were ufed, yet it was otherwife in Times of War,
oron a Da{ of Battle, where Hurry and Throng of

Affairs wou

.

fore the {o_ining of Battle, as after Victory obtained, it
was ufual for the Prince or General in the Field, on
Sight of the Army, to give thofe whom he thought fit
to advance to that Honour (they humbly kneeling be-
fore him) a Stroke with a naked Sword flatwife upon:
eir Shoulders, or elfe to touch their Heads or Shoul-
ders lightly, without any other Ceremggny, except
pronouncing Sis Eques in nomine Dei 5 to which he adds,
Rife, Sir --—-- Knight, or in the French, Sus, or Sois, Che-
wvalier, au nom de Diex, which we commonly call Dubbing,
the old Englifp, Word ufed for Creating [Confecrating]
a Knight, from doopen to dip, by Bathing. .
 ANotaer: Manner of creating Knights Abroad was,,
by Royal Codicils, or Letters Patents (thefe the Spaniards

d not permit; and thercfore, as well be-'
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¢all Priuilegios de Cavelleria) whereupon fuch Knights are
intitled Equites Codicellares 5 and thefe were fent to fuch
as dwelt m remote Countries, and fometimes, but
rarcly, extended fo as to make the Degree heredi-
tary. There is one Example, that by the bare figni-
fication of Letter, without any Ceremonies or Patents
under Seal; Philip IV. of Spain, FJan. 15. 1633. con-
ferr’d upon all the Captains that behav’d themfelves
valiantly in Defence of Maftricks (then lately befieg'd by
the Hollanders) to thofe that were Gentlemen, the Title
of Knights ; and to others, that of Gentlemen.
Havine thus briefly fhew’d the variousForms of Crea-
tion of Knights Batchelors, 1 fhall remark what Se/den has
obferv’d of Knights Bannerets in later Times, wherein he
that was advanc’d to that Honour in the Field, was in-
duéted between two Scnior Knights with Trumpets be-
fore them, and the Heralds carrying a long Banner of his
Arms, call'd a Penon 5 in which Manner being brought
“to the King or Lieutenant, who bidding him goad Suc-
cefs, the Tip of the Banner is cut off, that of an Oblong
it might become a Square, like the Banner of a Baron :
This done, he returns to his Tent, conducted as be-
fore. As for the many and varions Formularies at the
Creation of a Knight of the Bath, fee Sir Edward Byfbe
among his Notes upon Upron and Sir William Dugdale’s
Warwick 5. The Knights of the Bazh, at the Coronation of
King Charles 1. watched and bathed ; they took an
Oath s they were girded with 2 Sword and Bele; and
laftly, dubbed by the King with the Sword of State.
¢ 10. IN the Dignity, Honour and Renown of Knight-
hood, fs included fomewhat of Magnificence more excel-
lent than Nobility it felf 5 which mounting the Royal
Throne, becomes the Affertor of Civil Nobility, and fits
as Judge at the Tribunal therefore. Knighr is noted by
Camden as 2 Name of Dignity, but Baron is not fo.
For if heretofore a Baron had not receiv’d Knighthood, -
he was written plainly by his Chriftian Name, and that
of his Family, without any Addition but that of Do-
minws, a'Term attributed to a Knmight 5 and in ancient
Charters, the Titles and Names of Krights may be
feen fet before Barons. It beftows Gentility not only
upon the meanly Born, but upon Ris Defcendants, and
C encreafeth
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encreafeth the Honour of thofe well-defcended. Here-
unto agrees the Common-Law : If a Villain be made.a
Knight, he is thereby immediatcly enfranchifed, and
confequently accounted a Gentleman ;. agreeable to
the Roman Law, where the Donation o% a’ Gold-
Ring ennobled a Slave. Mecenss dy’d a Comrpanion
of that Order; even Kings and Princes look upon
it as an Acceflion to their Honour, their other Titles
fhewing Dominion and Power, this .their Valour
and Courage. Geyfa, King of Hungary, Leopold, Mar-
_quis of Aujtr:a, Ottacher, Duke of Stiria, and Frederick,
Duke of sfuiivia and Stiria 5 Godfry, Duke of Brabant,
with Henry his Son, Pecer, King of Arragon, the Empe-
ror Henvy L. our Hilliam Rifus, King Edivard 111. Hen-
vy VL. Heny VII. Edward V1. Lewis X1. Francis 1. Kings
of France, and others, received this Dignity at the Time
they enjoy’d their other Titles. And tho’ it is faid the
Sons of the French King are Knights as foon as they re-
ccive Baptifm, yet are they not judg’d worthy the
Kingdom, unlefs firft folemnly created. And we clfe-
where find, that the Royal Heirs of rragon were fuf-

ended from that Crown, until they had reccived the
ilonour of Knighthood. And after the Norman Con-
-queft, our young Princes were fent over to the neigh-
bouring Kings to receive this Honour. Thus our King
Henry 11, was fent to David, King of Scors, and Knight-
ed by him in Carlifle 5 and Edward 1. at the Age of Fif-
teen Years, to #!vhoujus X1. King of Cajiile, for the fame
Dignity. In like manner did forcign Prirces repair
“hither, to rececive the Honour from -our Kings. As
Malcolme, King of Scoiland, and .lexander, Son of Wil-
liam, King of Scotland, Knighted by our King Sohn,
Anno 1212, So was Alexander 1II. by our King Henry
1L at Yoik, Anno 1252, and Magns, King of the Ifle of
Man, by the fameKing. Al which fufficient'y demon-
{trate the great Renpwn of Knighthood, and the Ho-
noir and Eftecn which was ever had for that Order.

CAP
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CAP I

of tﬁe Religions Orders of Knight-
hood in Chriftendom.

§1. HE Grounds and Caufes of founding Socie-
ties .or Knmightly Orders, were feveral and
different, tho all terminated in one End.

Among which, principally were thefe, Fijl, A fincere

Love to Honour, and thcrein chiefly to excite and pro-

mote Vertue by {uitable Rewards 5 fuch was the Defign

of King Arthur, when he formed himfelf and other

Martial Men into a Fellowfhip, which he ftiled Knights

;{ the Round Table., Secondly,To reprefs the Incurfions and

obberies  of the Saracens and Barbarians, to vindicate
the Opprefled, redeem the Enflaved, and to entertain
and relieve Pilgrims and Strangers, which were Part of

the Duties the Knights Hofpitallers and Templars, &c.

ftood eng:;g’d in. A thivd Reefon was, To Fight in

Defence of the Chrifbian Faith, againft Pagans and

Infidels ; to enlarge the Chriftian Territories, and

romote the Service of the Catholick Church: And
indeed their Zeal very much advanced Chriftianity.

Lajtly, When Sovereign Princes perceived themfelves

embroiled in Wars or dangerous Factions, the erelting

fuch an Order or Society was, that they might by fuch

a Tye reftore Peace, quiet all Jealoufies, unite Affecti-

ons, and fecure a lafting Friendfhip and pewerful Afii-

flance, both for their own and their Country’s Safety.

And to this End were Badges of {everal Orders devifed,
as Pledges of Remcembrance to quicken and eitablifh
their Friendfhip.

0 2. Tuese Orders are of Two Kinds, 1. Religions, or -

Ecclefiaftical 5 and, 2. Miisary, or Secular.

¢ 3. Tur Inflitutions of the latter Sort were after a

while thought too weak to continue, if not fuftaired
Ca bv

-
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by Religion and Piety; and too defelive without ad-
joyning Ecclefiaftical” Perfons thereunto. Therefore
the Founders, confidering Divine Affiftance fhould con-
cur with Military Induftry, beganto dedicate thefe Or-
ders to the Honour and Worfhip of God, or to_our
Saviour, or to the bleffed Virgin, or fome other of the
Saints, to gain the Proteion and Favour of Heaven,
more eafily, as they thought, obtainable by the Prayers
and Officcs of the Clergy. Whereupon fome in their
Inftitution joyned Sacred Orders to their Military, and
made Provifion for Sacred Perfons to pray for their Pro-
fperity at home, while they were engaged abroad.
Hence King Eduw. 111 at the firft Inftitutron of the Gar-
ter, appointed Thirteen Secular Canons, and Thirteen. .
Vicars to attend the Celebration of Divine Offices. Up-
on the fame Account certain Foundations of Divine
Sctvice were erected at Bugey, for the Order of the An-
nunciads 3 at Dijow, for the Order of the Golden Fleece 5
and at Mont St. Michael in Normandy, for the Order of
St. Michael.

§ 4. 1 fhall now deliver a brief Account of the Reli-
gious Orders of Knighthood, proceeding according to
their Antiquity.

1. The Knights of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerufalem,
are accounted the moft Ancient. '

DR. Heylin reports this Order to be inftituted A .D.
1099. at fuch Time as the Temple of Ferufalem was re-
gain’d from the Saracens by Philip King of France. Yet
Favin will have it to be by Baldwin the Firft, King of Fe-
rufalem 3 for while the Saracens poflefs’d the City, there

- were certain Canons Regular ofp St. Auguftin, Yo whom
they permitted the Cuftody of the Holy Sepulchre.
Thefe Canons Baldwiz made Men of Arms, and Knights
of the Holy Sepulchre, and ordained that they fhould ne-
verthelefs retain their white Habits, and on the Breaft
bear his own Arms, which were Argent a Crofs potent:
Or, between foyr Croffes of the [ame, commonly call’d
The Jerufalem Crofs. ~Their Great Mafter was the Pa-
triarch of Jerufalem. They were to guard the Se'%ul‘
chre, fight againft the Saracens and Infidels, protelt il-
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g-ims, redeem Chriftian Captives, hear Mafs every

y, recite the Hours of the Crofs, and to bear the
five red Croffes in memory of our Saviour’s Wounds.
Their Rule was confirm’d by Pope Inuocent 111. Upon
the lofs of the Holy Land, thefe Knighus rctirch to
Peragia in Italy ; but retaining their white Habit, chang'd
their Arms to a double red Crofs. 4. D. 1484. they
were incorporated to the Knighes Hofpirallers of Jerufa-
lem then in Rhbodes. Bidt 4. D. 1496. Alexander VI
made himfelf, and the Popes his Succeffors, Great Ma-
fiers thereof, and empower'd the Guardian of the Holy
Sepulchre (his Vicar General) to beftow the fame
uFon Pilgrims to the Holy Land. Philip II. King
o .%m'u, endeavour’d to rcftore this Order in fome u‘}
his Dominions, about the Year 1558. himfelf being
ele@ed Great Mafter: And another Attempt was made
by the Duke of Nevers, 1615. but thefe Dcfigns took
no E\Ee&.

2. Knights Hofpitallers of St.John Baptift in Je- -
rufalem.

Berore the taking of Jerufalem from the Saracens,
certain Chriftian Merchants of Naples obtain’d leave
from the Caliph of Egypr to ereét a fmall and conve-
nient Houfe, for the Entertainment of themfelves a1d
Countrymen, which they built before the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre, together with a {mall Oratory. To
them repair’d certain Canons of the Order of St. Augx-
flin, who built another Oratory ; but the Confluence
of Pilgrims growing great, they ercéted a large Ho-
fpital, in the Place’ where our Saviour celebrated his
1at Supper, for the better accommodating devout
Travellers, who-for want of a Place to lodge in were
often robb’d and murder’d: So that at length from
their Charity and Hofpitality, as alfo for that they
took St. Jokn Baprift for their Patron, they obtain’d
~ that Title. It wasinflituted 4. D. 1092. or according

to others 1099. by Gerard, a Native of Thouloufe, who
came to Jerufalem in the Time of Godfry of Bouillon, and
built this Hofpital (which became the firft Seat of this
Order) dedicated to St. ‘_‘}ébn of Cyprus, Bp. of Alexandriay

3 commonly
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commonly call'd Johannes Eleemofynarius 3 and King Bald-
win L. conferred on them large Privileges, permitting
them Arms, and inftituted them to be Knights, 4. D..
1124, Their Duty was to fight againit the Infidels,
and they acknowledged Obedience to the Patriarch of
Jerufalem 5 but growing rich, they obtained from Rome
to be abfolved from that Obedicnce. Pope Gelafius 11.
or Calixtus II. 4. D. 1120. confirmed their Rule of li-
ving 5 and Adrian [V. receiv’d them under the Proteétion
of the Papal See, being likewife endowed with ample
Privileges, and exempted from Payment of Tithes, by
fucceeding Popes, chiefly by Prus IV. -

Tuey took the black Habit of Hermits of St. Auguftin,
and lived under his Rule by Grant of Honcrius 11. Anno
1129. vowing Obcedience, Poverty, and Chaftity 5 and
on tie Breait of their Habit wore at firft a plain Crofs
of White Cloth, which was after changed to one with
Eight Points; but in" time of War they ufed a Red
Caflock, bearing the White Crofs upon it Unto
Gera-d {uccecded Raimund, who digefted and enlarged
their Laws and Inftitutions in the Compofition where-
of his Stile was Raimundus Dei gratia fervus paupeyum Yefte
Chrifit ¢ Cuftos Hro{@i:a[is Serufolymirani 5 but afterwards
he and his Succeffors had the Title of Great Mailer of
the Ouder given him,to denote his Power and Authority.
At this Day he has the Title of Prince of Maira and
Coza 3 among his Privileges he feals in Lead, as doth the
Pope and Doge of Femce 5 he acknowledges the Pope
for his Head, and the King of Spain for his Patron ; he
had under him in feveral Kingdoms Priors; fome of
whom had alfo the Addition of Great with us in Eng-
land he was tiled Prior Hofpitalis 5 St. “ohapnis Yernfalem
in Angla, and by that Title was he fummoned to the
Parliament as a Baron of this Kingdom, and at length
for Place and Precedency was ranked the firt Baron 3
and the greatnefs of thefe Knights grew to fuch height
that temp. H.3. they had in Chriftendom 190c0 Mannors.

Wi Saludine took Ferufulon, thefe Knightsretreated
v0 cies ot Prolomais, and that being taken they feized
apon the lland of Riodes, A.D. 12¢8.whence they began
to ve call'd Knights of Rivdes 5 but A.D.1522. being dri-
van rhence bySilyman,they betcok themfelvesto the lﬂnng}

I o
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of Malea, which with Tripol: and Goza were granted to.
them in Fee by the Emperor Charles V.. 4. D. 1535, un-
der the Tender of one Falcon. yearly to the Viceroy of
Sicily, and to acknowledge the i'(ing of Spain and Sicdy
for their Prote&tors. In this Ifle they continue a Bul-
wark to thofe Parts, and from this their Settlement are

called Knights of Malra.
| 3. Knights Templars.

Asour the Year 1117, 1118, 1119, or 1120, this
Order took Beginning, Baldwin 1. thenreigning in Jeru-
falem 5 when Nine Gentlemen, of whom T'wo of noble
Extraction, Hugh de Pagancs and Cadfre_yde St. Omer, came .
in Devouion to the Foly Land; they were called Bro-
thers of the Militia of the Temple, ordinarily Knights
Templars, from the Habitation afligned them out of a
part of the King’s own Palace, adjoyning to the Temple
of Solomou in, Jerufulem. Their firft Undcrtnking was to

uard the moft dangerous Ways about that City, againit
the Violence and Robberics of the Saracens, which
made them acceptable to all, and for which they had
Remiifion of their Sins; but for the fiet Nine Ycars
they were yet fo poor that they lived upon the Alms of
others, wore Clothes beftowed in Charity upon them,
and rode two on one Horfe 5 in memory of which pri-
mitive Poverty their Seal had the Imprefs, which is re-
ﬁrefentcd in Math. Paris, A. D. 1127. They had
ules affigned them, drawn up by St. Bernard Abbot of
Clairvany, by the Appointment of Pope Honovixs1l. and
Stephen Patriarch of Ferufalm. They made their Vows
of Obedience, Poverty and Chaftity, and to live under
the Rules of Canons regular of St. Augifim. Their
Habit was White, to which, in the Time of Eugenius 111
they added the Red Crofs, and of the fame Form that
* the Hofpitallers wore (Fuvin fays a patriarchal Crofs) and
fowed 1t on the left Shoulder of the Muulles. Thefg
with the Holy Sepulchre Hofpitallers and Teutonicks,

" principally fu{;portcd along time the Kingdom of Jeru-
falem 5 but when Riches encrcas’d, and their Revenues
aygmented, they grew proud, fell from the Obedience
of the Patriarch to joyn with the Pope; and at laft,

' ’ C 1370,
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1307. all the Knights of this Order in France were, in’
one and the fame Hour, feized and imprifon'd by Phili
I+ Bel, Kingof France, with Confent of Pope Clement V,
being charged with moft infamous and damnable Crimes,
And in England, Awno 1. Ed.:2. they were. alfo appre-
hended afterwards, rendred Convifts, and all their
PofltiTions feized into the King's Hands. Howbeit the
Bifhop of Yerk commiferating their deplorable Condj-
tion within his Diocefs, charitably difpofed of them in
Monafteries under his Jurifdition. Two Years after
many of thefe Knights were burn’d in France, and
Jaques de la Maule, the laft geat Mafter, fuffcred the
fame Fate, having feen, A. D. 1312. his Order by Pa-
pal Authority, condemned and perpetually diffolved ;
after which their Lands were annexed to the Hofpital-
lers, for their Service again{t the Turks.

‘Tuus theyfell, no lefs famous for Martial Atchiev-
ments in the Eaft, than their Wealth in the Weft ; for
they enjoyed 16cco Lordfhips in Europe, and a Spanifh
Author tells us, their Revenue was Two Millions -
ly, and had in poffeflion 40000 Commanderies, which
occafion’d divers to think they were falfly accufed, and
by fuborned Witneffes, merely upon the Ambition and
covetous Defign of Philip King of France,

4. Knights of the Order of St. Lazarus,

THEesE were at the firft a Fratcrni? of Religious
Monks, after which they became Ecclefiaftick Knights,
in Imitation of the Knights' of the Holy Sepulgbre.
Pope Pius V. 1572. files it Antiquifimum Charstatis e~
Militie Chrifti Ovdinem 5 yet it muft be underftood as an
Order of Monks, founded by St. Bafi/, about the time
of Fulian the Apofiate, A. D. 366. upon a Charitable
Account, wiz. to take Care of Leprous Perfons (a Ma-
lady frequent in the Eaft) by which they became fe.
I)arated, even from the Converfation of Men. At
ength, through the Incurfion of the Barbarians, and
Injury of Time, it lay extinguifh’d, but was revived
when the Larin Princes joyned in a Holy League to re:
cover the Holy Land. And a famous Ho?pital was
erelted at Joufalem, under the Tisle of St. Lezarns,

‘ )
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for the Reception of Lepers: For in that Time the
Monks of this Order added Martial Difcipline to theip
8kill in Phyfick ;. and for their Services againft the Inki-
ls, begat a great Efteem from Baldwm 1L King of
?&fdeﬂ, and fome of his Succeffors. In roo:g of
ime this Order decayed, bei prefied by Inws-
cent VHI. who united it to the H;Et‘uﬂm at Rhodes, A. D.
1490. Neverthelefs Piws IV. reflored it 4. D. 5465.
ing the old, and granting new Privilcges, ma-
king his Kinfman Don Sanes de Chajiillon great Mafter.
: gv A. D. 1567. enlarged their Privileg;s, permit-
{ t’\;cmtouke onePWi only, toxvlrli;, a Virgin, not
a Widow. Laflly, ¢ . A. D. 157a.
beftowed the Great m;’ of this Order upon
Emannel Philibert Duke of &ug, and his Succeflors, and
Etfcribcd them the Ciffercian Rule 3 and accordingly he
had the Inveftiture and Collation of the Commanderses in

Spain and Iraly, -

~ §. Knights of the Feutonick Qrder, or Pruffia,

I the Time of the Holy War, a wealthy Gentlemag
of Germany, who dwelt at Ferafalem, commifcrating
. the Condition of his Country-men, coming thither in
Devation, made his Houfe their Receptacle ; afterwards
he erc&ed a Chapel to the Blefled Virgin, whence they
bhadalfo the Title of Maria» Knights. To him affocia.
ted other Germans, and in fhort time encreafing, they
profefled the Military E ts of the Templars,
and followed the of Piety and Charity of the
g,of' allers.  A. D. 1190, or 1191. they cleGted Hemy

alpotr their firft Matler, and the following Year were
confirmed by Celefline IIl. under the Title of Knights
Teutonicks, or Dutch Knights, of the Hofpital of St. Mary
the Virgmn, vowin& Poverty, Obedience, and Charity,
andfollowir? the Rule of St. Auguftin. Thieir Statutes
were co:?o ed from thofe of the Hefpitallers and Tems
plars, a One Article was, That none but Germans
Siould be of this Order. Their Habit was a White
Mantle, on the Breaft a plain Black Crofs, but fome
make it a Black Crofs voided with a Crofs Potent.
At Acon they erefted another Hofpital 5 but after éhat

: City
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City was taken by .S_‘aladém, they removed under Her-,
mannus their Mafter into Germany, on whom the Empe-,
ror Frederick 11. A. .D. 1229. and Pope Honorius I1I. bes
flowed Pruffia; where having conquer'd that Nation,’

and reduced it from Paganifm, they built the City of”

Maryburgh, and there, . D. 1340. fixed the chief®
Refidence of their great Mafter. This Country they,
enjoyed till 1525. that Albersus Brandenbirgh, the.
}a({ogreat Mafter, made folemn Renunciation of that

Order, and became feudatory to Sigifmond I. King of -

Poland, who created this Albert fielt Duke of Pruffia :
However, fome of the Knights difrellifhing this Aétion
eletted another great Malter, viz.. Albers Wolfang, and
leaving Pruffia {etled in Germany, where they-now refide. .
The younger Sons of the German Princes being, for
the moft part received into this Order, giving 1t the.
greateﬁ Reputation. R

6. Knights of qunt-lojr.'

Tuese are {o called, from 2 Caftle where this Order
was inftituted, built upon the Point ‘of a Mountain not
far from Jerufalem, whence the Pilgrims firlt view’d the,
Holy Cty, and where thefe Knights lay. in Garnifon,;
"Their Habit was White, - and  the Badge thereof anjg
OHogonal Crofs Red 5 'they. vowed -Poverty, . Clhattity, .t
and Obedience, and followed the Rule of St., Bafil 31
which Pope Alexander IL 4. D. ¢180. changedio that ;
of Auguftme.  Upon the Lofs_of the Holy Land they .
retired to Spain,?and.fought againft the Moors, and ac-1
cording to the Places they refided in, had other Names, -
in Catalonia and Valentiay Equetes de Mongoia, 1. €. l\luw}‘t:
ov; but in Caflil:, Knights of Monfrac, a Caftle there.
When Alphonjo 1X. King of Cafhile gave them Lands -
they had won from the Maors,. the Donation fays, To yoi .
Don Rodrigd Gonfales, Mulier of Monfrac, of the Order
of Mount Joy. Upon the Decay of this Order, A.. D...
Ja21. this Caftle was given to Don Gonfulionez, Mafter .
of the Order of Calatrava, by Ferdinand the Saint 5 and
thefe Knights were incorporated with them.

7. Kﬂig’r;s .
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7. Knights of St.John of Acon or Agres;

Uxper the Patronage of this Saint was this Order
ere&ted ; they exercifed all Duties of Charity towards
Pilgrims, and aflumed Arms in imitation of the Hofpi-
teliers 5 they followed the Rule of St. Auguftine 5 and
according to Favina, had a Black Habit, upen which-
they wore a White Crofs pasee. After Acon was taken
they removed into Spars, and flourifhed in the Reign of
Alphonfus the Aftrologer King of Caflil,about which time.
Pope Alexander IV. approved the Order under the con-:
joined Title of St. Thomus and St.golm of . Acon. 'This
King gave them by his Will all the Furniture of hia
Houfe, and much Mofley ; but afterward they dwindled,
and at laft were unitecfv to the Hofpitall.rs. The Enfign,
was a Red Crofs,” in thé middle whereof flood the
Figures of St.John and St. Thomas.

8. Knights of St. Thomas;

Drstiner from the former, yet wearing the fame Ha-
 bit, as the Knights of St. Jobn of Acon, making the fame
Proceffions, and following the fame Rule ; their Badge,
was a Saltire Gules, (oras others are of Opinion)the
fame with that of St. Fohn of Acon, wanting the Fi-
gures in the middle : But Favin reports, this Order was
inftituteq by King Richard 1. after the Surprizal of
Acon 5 and that thefe Knights were of the Englih Na-
tion, who wore a White Habit and a Red Crofi,
charged in the middle with an Efcaflon, and that
St. Thomas Becket was their Patron. Howbeit, after the
Chriftians were driven out of the Holy Land, the
Knights of this Order were joined to the Hofpi-

talIer:,

9. Knights of St.Blaze.

" Taese were alfo called Knights de Sta. Maria 5 they
were Officers and Servants to the Kings of Armenia;
their Habit was Sky colour with a Crofs Go/d on their
Breafls ; others faya Red Crofs, and jn the midg}a the

‘ iCture
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PiGure of St. Blaze, their Patron. This Order was at
the height, when the frmenian Kings of the Houle of
Luzignan kept their Court in Acon.

10. Knights of the Martyrs in Paleftine.

Tuese took their Denomination from an Hofpital in
Palefiine, dedicated to St. Cofmus and St. Damianns,
Martyrs ; where A&s of Charity were exercifed towards
Sick Strangers.  Their Profeflion obliged them to o-
ther Works of Mercy, wiz. to redeem Captives, and
bury their Dead. They followed the Rule of St. Bafil,
which was confirmed to them by Pope Fobs XXII.
There Badge was a Red Crofs, in, the middle whereof,
within a Circle, was the aforefaid Two Saings. When
theI retir'd into Ewrope they changed into a Red Crofs,
and St. Anguflin’s Rule.

11. Knights of St, Catherine at Mount Sinai; -

Tars Order was inftituted, 4. D. 1063. under the
Patronage of St. Catherine, whofe Body was therz de.
fited in the Church of the Monaftery ere@ed and de.
icated to her Name. Their firft ‘l?xﬂitution was to
g;ard the faid Sepulchre, to fecure Travellers, defend
¢ Grecian Pilgrims, and to relieve them with Hofpita-
lity. ‘Their Habit was White, and they lived under the
Rule of St. Bafil the Great, vowing conjugal Chaflity,
and Obedience to the Abbot of this Monaftery, who
was their Superior. But when the Turlg obtained thefe
Countries, thefe Knights were ill treated and driven a-
way, and the Order almoft abolithed ; neverthelefs
fome Shadow remains for fuch as travel to vifit the
Holy Sepulchre at Fersfalem, do now and then pafs to
this Monaftery at Mount Sinai, where in imitation of
the Padre Guardian of Ferufalem, the principal Monk in
this Covent makes them Knights of 8t. Catherine over
her Tomb, with the like Queftions and Formulary as
ufed at the Hol Segulchre. hefe Knights now wear
upon the left ﬁgc of their White Habit the Crofs of Je-
rufulem, and Inftrument of St. Catherine’s Martyrdom 3
but according to others, the middle of the Wheel is
pierced with a Sword. 12,
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12. Knights of St. Anthony in AEthiopia.

ArTER the Death of St. Anthowy the Hermite, whe
dy’d about the Year 357. mn{ of his Difciples re-
maining near Zshiopia, follow’d his Example and Mati
ner of iife, and their Succeflors livid in great Aufte.
vity and Solitarinefs in the Defart (therefore call’d A»-
chorites) till the Year 370. when *tis (aid Fohn, Empe-
ror of Athiopia, érelted them into a Religious Ordet of
Knighthood, under the Title and P 1on of St. An-
thony, Patron of his Empire, and beftow’d upon them
great Privileges; and being thus inflituted, they rev
ceiv'd St. Bafi’s Rule, and cohabited in Monafterics.
Their Habit is black, with a blue Crofs Tan. Their
chief Seat is in the Iffle of Meroe 5 but in other Parts of
ZErhispia they have great Numbers of Convents, and no
lefs than 20c0000 o§ annual Revenue. The eldeft Sone
of Nobles and Gentlemen cannot be admitted, but the
fecond Sons may ;5 and if 3 Man (except u Phyfician)
have three Sons, he is bound to affign one of them to
be of this Order. Their Vow is to obferve conjugal
Chaflity s to dic in Defence of the Chriftian Fnitﬁas
to guard the Empire; to obey their Laws and their
Superiors 5 and to go to War when and wherefoever
commanded: Moreover, they take an Oath not to
fight in Wars between Chriftians, nor receive Holy
Orders, or marry without Licenfe. ‘They are of twe
Sorts : One employ’d in the Wars, the other who be-
ing Old are exempted from Military Services, and re-
tirc themfelves under the Title and Profeffion 'of
Monks, to the Abbies where they firt took their Ha-
bit ; before which they muft ferve three Years againft
the Arabian Pyrates about the Red Sa, three Years againk
the Twrks, and three againft the Moors upon the Bor-
ders of Borneo.  When they come to be admitted into
their Abbey, they are introduced in their Military
Habit, of which being difrob’d, the Religious one is

ut on, viz, & black Gown reaching down to the

round, lined with blue, having a blue Crofs fix'd to
the Breafft, and over that a black Cowle; they are

afterwards led to the Charch, and there make their
' . Profeflion.
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Profeffion. Pbil:'f VIL Son to the Founder, en‘larg’d
their Lands and Privileges, and added a Border of
Gold to the Badge of the blue Crofs, as obferved at
this Day. :

IN Italy, France and Spain, there are a Sort of Monks
that have the Title of Knights of St. #nthony, which
obferve the Rule of St. Auguflis, and they wear 2
plain Crofs like that in Ashiogia; but the Principals
of thefe wear a double St. Anthony’s Crofs of blue Sa-
tin, the one above the other.. Their chief Seat is at
Vienne in Dauphine, of which Place the General of the
Order bears the Title of Abbot, the Monaftery being
ere&ed into an Abbey 1297. in Honour of St. A.thony,
whofe Body was tranflated thither from Conflantinoplt 5
and all other Places built in Honour of his Name, were
made fubje@ to him 4. D. 1523. Moress calls them
The Hofpitallers of St. Anthony, and fays they begun in .
France A, D. 1121, from Gafton a Nobleman of Vienna,
But Baroniss and others fay, Gafion and Gerin inflituted
it earlier, making the Letter Thaw their Enfign or
Badge. S .

13. The Conftantinian Angelick Knights of St
George ir Greece, but now in Italy.

MARQUEZ,a Spanifb Writer, makes thisone of the fir(t
Military Ogders in Chriftendom, and derives 3 formal
Inftitution, Rulesand Laws from Coxflantine the Great,
which appears little better than Fabulous, therefore
we fhall omit his Account.

» Tar Great Mafters have their chief Seat and Con-
vent at Brianno rear Venice, and is Hereditary in the
Family of Angelus Flavius Comnenws. Among the reft of
their Prerogatives, the Mafters are Commenfales Pom}ﬁ-
cum, i. e. may fit at the Table with the Pope, who de-
fends them as Benefa&ors to the Church, and Foun-
ders of the Lareran Cathedral at Rome. As Subje&s to
no Prince, they have Power of coyning Money: They
give Titles of Counts and Princes to their own Frater-
nity, and take upon them the reftoring to Homours, of
legitimating Baftards, making Dofors, Poets Laureats and
Publick Notaries. This Order is under the Proteétion }c:f

the
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the Virgin Mary and Patronage of St. George 5 and they
profels bedience and conjugal Chatlity ; they weara
white Habit, on the left Si§c whercofy is fowed a red
or crimfon Velvet Crofs, Flory; in the middle is the

Latarum 3. imbroidered with the Letter A upon one
Arm of the Crofs, and © on the other. The Sides
are wrought with Gold and Silk, but the Labarum is
all Gold. Amongft thefe Knights are three Degrees 5
the firft call’d Collered or Grand Crofles, wearing a
Collar form’d of Labarums, whereat hangs the Crofs
“and St. George. -The fccond are the Knights, and thefe
wear the Crofs above defcrib’d.  The third are Ser-
vanrs, and they bear the Crofs only, without the La-
barum. 'The many Grand Priorates or Commanderies
belonging to this Order, fhew the Power they were

“formerly endow’d wjth, .
14 ’Ii"m;gbt:‘qf St. James in Galicia or San&iago”

Turs is the principal Order in'Spain, and had its
Title of Don Rasire, King of Leon, who about the Year
826. at Clavgio, by the Affiftance of St. James ( faid to
appear upon a white Horfe, bearing a Banner with a
red Crofs) and gain’d a mighty Vitory over a great
Army of the Moors. Some place the Inftitution about
the Year 1160. others 1175. whereas it was only then
confirm’d, and their Rule of Living prefcrib’d by Pope
Alexander I1I. there being a Fraternity of Knights
Spain, A. D. 1030. under a Mafler and Governor, with

evenues.

Anp altho’ this Order at firft were difpos’d to ver-
tuous Courfes, and valiantly to encounter the Afoors,
Enemies to the Crofs of Chryfi, yet in time they became
fcandaloufly perverted, but were afterwards reduc’d to a
better Life, and approv’d on by the faid Pope Alxander,
who receiv’d them into the %rotc&ion of the Papal
Sce, and gave them the Rule of St. Auguflin, the Form
of holding Chapters, of eleCting their Muters, of Treves,
and thirteen Commendadores of Houles, and of the
Vifitors 5 and in fhort very large Privileges, together
with the Monaftery of St. Lorjo, fituate in Galicia near

. Santliago 3
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SanSliago 3 and the Prior and Canons thereof were in-
corporated into this Order.

sEiR Enfign is a red Crofs, which' the Knights

wear upon their Breaft, terminating like the Blade of
a2 Sword, the Hilt crofletted and fathion’d after the an-
* cient Manner ; whereupon it was call’d La Order de
SanBliago de la Efpada.
" Puerr Habit is 2 white Mantle clofe befote, onthe
Breaft whereon is placed the faid Crofs, made of Silk or
Cloth, and they are obliged to wear it upon their
Garments, Coats or Cloaks, tho they ufe Croffes of
Gold likewife.

Wren the Moors were driven out of Spain, and the

rincipal Branch of this Order expir’d, upon a Con-
$clt for the Place of Great Mafter, the Crown of Cafiile
fteppd in between, and by confent of the Knights.
obtain’d it under the Title of Adminiftrator, which
was granted to King Ferdinand 5 and his Son Charles V.
annex’d it with all its Rights, ere. to his Succeflors
in the Kingdoms of Caflile and Leon. Since which, the
Kings of Spain now en the Adminiftration of this
Order, and carry that Title and Stile in the Infcription
upen the Great Seal thereof, which holds the Royal
Arms of Spain, upon a Crofs that filleth all the Shic{d,
with a Sword at each of the four Corners.

15. Knights of St. S,'ayiour in Arragon.

Taxrse were inftituted 4. D. 1118, by Don Alphonfo,
call'd Emperor of Span, King of Navarre, Arragon, &c.
chofen out of the Spanifs and French Nobility that
affifted in his Wars. He form'd them into a Society,
the better to enable him to drive the Moors out of
Saragoffa, and the whole Territory of Arragon. 'Their
Rule of living was the Cifferian, and fomewhat con-
formable to the Knights Templars, 'When the Moors were
driven out of Spain, their rich Commanderics were at
length united to the Crown.

Tazin Habit was a white Mantle, on the Breaft
whercof was & red Crofs Anchre 5 but fome fay it was
the Figure of our Saviour

16. Knights
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16. Knights d’Avis in Portugal.

Don_Aiphonfo Henriquer, firR King of Portugal, took
from the Moors, A.D. 1147. the City of Evora, and to
ﬂ:rcngtflen it, fent thither feveral gallant Commanders,
who affum’d the Title of Knights of St. Mary of Evora,

utting themfelves under the Protetion of our bleed
{.ad . Not long after they were call’d 4’ 4vis, froma
Caftle upon the Portugucfe Frontiers, conquer'd from
the Moors, whither they tranfplanted themfelves. It was
confirm’d by Pope Innocent 11I. 4. D. 1204. under the
Rule of St. Benedi&?, and therefore in fome Papal Rules
call'd of St. Beneditt &’ Avis. Thc Knights progcfs conju-
gal Chaftisy and Obedience. Anno 1213. they fubmitted
themfelves to the Rule, Statutes and Vifitar-on ot the
Order of Calatrava ; but inthe Time of “ohn of Porrugal
(natural Son to Pedro King of Portxgal ) feventh Great
Mafter &' 4uis, they caft off their Acknowledgments to
Calatrava, and never after {fubmitted to them 3 and af-
terwards, when the Crown of Porrrsal fell into the
Hands of Philip 11. King of Spain, this Order was go-
vern’d according to the Statutes of Portugal.

Their Badge 1s a green Crofs, Flory, (fuch as the Knights
of Alcantara us’d to wear.) They muft be Gentlemen
by Extra&ion, both of the Father’s and Mother’s fide.

17. Knights of St. Michael’s IVing in Portugal,

About the Year 1165. others fay 1171. Don 7/phon/o,
who founded the Order 4’ 4vis, founded this alfo after
his obtaining a notable Vitory over the Moers and AI-
bara King of Sevil, in which Battle St. Michael the Arch-

angel is faid to appear on the right Side of A/phonfo, and
fight againft them.

Their Inveftiture, e7c. was the fame with &Avis.
1t is now grown out of Ufe, but the Mafterfhip remains
with the King of Portugal.

D ' 18. Knig»"ts
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18. Knights of St. Gereon.

This Order was eftablifh’d by Frederick Barlmr?z the
Emperor ; others fay by Frederick 11 and confiited only
of the German Nation. They follow'd the Rule of
St. Auguflin, and wore a white Habit, whereon was
fow'd a black Patriarchal Crofs, fet on a little green

Hull. )

19. Knights of St. Julian de Pereyro, or of Al-
cantara.

They had the firft Appeliation from St. Fulian de Pe~
reyre, a Town in Leon, where they had a Monaftery
built for them by Ferdinand 11. King of Leon and Gali-
cia, who in his Diploma of Privileges gramted there-
unto 1176. ftiled himfelf Prote@&or of this Society of
Knights. In the Approbation-Bull of Pope Alexander 111.
their Chief is called Prior; but in that of Pope Lxcius
1L he is ftiled Mafter of Pereyro. They ufed a Secular
Habit, modeft and grave, anc{r the Ecclefiafticks a Cle-
rical Habit, with a Shred of Cloth and a Scapulary, to
diftinguith them from other Seculars and Ecclefiafticks.
They obferved the Rule of St. Benedi# moderated, as it
was convenient for the Exercife of Arms againft the
Moors, for which End it was inftituted. 'Their ancient
Badge was a Pear-tree Vert, in Allufion to the Name.

The Occafion of altering the firft Appellation was
upon change of their Habitation. Pope drian VI. an-
nex'd this Mafterfhip, together with thofe of St. James
and Calatrava, to the Royal Crown of Caflile for ever.

20. Knights of Trugillo or Truxillo iz Spain.

This Order is fo call'd from the City of Trugillo in
Eftremadura, but when, or by whom founded, or their
Badge, is unknown. Some fuppofe thefe Knights the
{ame with that of Alcantara 5 tis evident they were in
being 4. P. 1227. when ’tis pretended the Mafter of
Alcantara took Trugillo from the Moors, and plac’d there
a Brotherhood of Knights, But it feems thefe Knight;

¢
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of Truxillo, were a diftin& Order feveral Years before,
and ’tis not unlikely that they might be incorporated in-
to that of St. Julian de Pereyro, anf by this Means the Or-
der of Alcantara acquired the Towns of Trugillo, Sanfla
Cmz, &c. which 4lfonfo IX. King of Caftile %‘xad given
them. They were tobe of Noble Defcent, and make
proof of their Gentility 5 they were obliged to be near
the King’s Perfon, and to attend him in all Martial Ex-
ditions, maintainingalways Two Horfesand Servants
m Readinefs. '

21. Knights of Calatrava.

This Order was inftituted in Caftile by Sanchio 111
and fo called from Calatrava, a Frontier Caftle of Caftile
and Toledo, which the Moors took, 4. D. 714. com-
pounded of the Arabick Cala a Caftle, and the .Sgan;{b
Travas Manacles, with which the Moors fettered the
Chriftians ; 400 Years after which, upon the Recovery
of the Town from the Moors, it was given to the Knights
Templars 5 but they, unable to ftop the mighty Con-
quefls of the Moors, the faid Sanch:o by Proclamation
promis’d the Inheritance toany who would undertake
the Detence of it, being the Key of the Kingdom of
Toledo. At length Raymond of . Barcelona (formerly a
Knight, then a Ciffercian Abbot) by the Perfwafion of
Velafquer, accepted the Proffer, and had the Donation,
A. D. 1158. and forti‘fying it by the Help of his Affo-
ciates, this Order arofe, call’d at firlt Militia de Cala-
trava. Upon the account of the Fertility of the Place,
20000 Men and their Families were drawn from the
neighbouring Countries to fettle there, fo that the
Moors never after attempted it. They remain’d under
their own Mafters till Pope Adrian VI. annex’d it to the
Crowns of Caflile and Leon,

22. Order of the Holy Ghoft az Rome.

Marquer calls them Brothers of the Hofpital of she Holy
Ghof?t, who tho’ not invefted with Swords and Spurs,
are neverthelefs reckoned among the Military Orders,
becaufe bound to certify their Gentility before Admit-
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tance. Theirchief Seat is the Sumptuous Hofpital of
the Holy Ghoft, founded at Saxia near the River Tyber
at Rome, by Pope Immocens L. A. D. 1198. or 1201.
But the Ancient Foundation was the Hofpital of the
Holy Ghoft at Montpelier in France, tho’this other became
the Principal. They profefs Chaftity, Poverty, and
Obedience, living under the Rule of St. Auguftine, and
have a Mafter. ‘Their Enfign is a White Patriarchal Crofs
with Tawelve Points, fowed to their Breaft, and on the
left fide of their Black Mantle. .

In this Hofpital, Care is taken for the nurfing and
bringing up expofed Children, curing Infirmities, En-
tertainment of Strangers for Three Days, relieving the
Poor, and the like Works. Their Revenue is about
24000 Ducats per Day, having great Commandaries in
]rz;)ly, Sicily, Spain, France, Burgundy, Germany, and elfe-
where. ,

23. Knights of St. George d’Alfama.

So named from a Town in Tortofa, were inftituted,
A. D. 1201. received Approbation” from the Papal See,
A. D. 1363. and 4. D. 1399. was united to the Order
of our Lady of Montefa, '

24. Knights of Chrift in Livonia, or of the Sword-

bearers.

A. D. 1186. Mainard firft preach’d Chriftianity to the
Livonians, and ereéted the Bifhoprick of Riga; but his
Succeflors meeting with many Difficulties, 4. D. 1200.
Albert, then Bifhop of Livonia, inftituted this Order in
Imitation of the Knights Teutonicks, with defign to ex-
tirpate Idolatry, and promote the Gofpel. He prefcrib-
ed to thefe Knights the Ciffercian Rule and Habit, viz. 3
long White Mantle and Black Hood ; on the Breaft was
the Figure of a Red Sword, or rather Two plac'din Saltire,
whence they had the Title of ‘Enfiferi fratres, or Brethren
Sword-bearers. 'Their Statutes were fomething like the
Knights Templars, and they vowed Obedience and
Chaitity. Pope Inmocent Ili. confirmed this Order,
which became fully inftituted, . D.1203. but bcca;:fc

. they
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they could not of themfelves accomplifh their End.
About the Year 1237, they were united to the Texronick
Order, and fubmitted to their Rule and Habi, by
whofe Help they overcame the Livonians, and brought
them to the Chriftian Faith ; thenceforward the Great
Mafter of Livonia acknowledged him of Prufia their
Superior, until Walter de Pletemberg, their Great Mafter,
feparated this Order from their Obedience to the Texto-
mick. Finally, 4. D. 1561. Gothard de Ketler, the laft
Great Mafter, following the Example of the Great
Mafter of Pruffia, became fubjeét to the Crown of Po-
land, furrendering to King Sigifmond 1L the City and
Caftle of Riga, and all the Lands, Charters, Privile-

es, erc. of this Order, rccciving in exchange the
%ukedom of Curland, to him and his Heirs for ever;
{o the Order expired after 357 Years continuance.

25. Kaights of Jefus Chrift in Italy or France.

St. Dominick defcended of the Family of the Guzmans
inSpam, inflituted this Order, 4. D. 1206. principally
htagainft the Albigenfes, then call’d Hereticks. He
prefcribed to them a White Habit, and for their Badge a
Crofs flory, quarterly, [able and argent. The Work beinlg
done with the Albigenfzs, theydevoted themfelves whol-
ly to fpiritual Warfare 5 and aftcrwards, upon admit-
ting Widows and Virgins into their Order, they became
called Frasres fes Sorores de Ianitentia B. Dominici, whofe
Rule Pope Innocens V1. confirm'd cirra An. 1360.

26. Knights of St. Mary de Merced. in Aragon;

James 1. of Aragon, being fometime a Prifoner to
Simon Earl of Montfors in France, where he fuffered
much Hardfhip, an being moved with the infufferable
Miferies the Chriftians endured under the Slavery of
the Moors, made a Vow to the Blefled Virgin, That
when delivered himfelf, he would endeavour the Re-
demption of fuch Chriftians as the Moors had made Cap-
tives, and accordingly laid u great Summs for the Per-
formance ; and afterwards, by the Council of Raymond
d: Penafort, his Confeflor, am{ Pedro Nolafco, a Noble

D3 Chevalicr,
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Chevalier, he founded in Barcelona this Order of /e
Nueva Merced, {fo named by the Virgin, who, as they
reported, ag eared to them all in one and the fame
Hour, direéting the Inftitution. In Anno 1358. I find
it called alfo Ordo Ebeate FEulalie, from St. Fulalia the
Virgin and Martyr, buried at Parcelona in the Church
bearing her Name. This Order began on the Day of
St. Laurence, in Auguft, 4. D. 1218, 1n the Fifth Year of
that King, which Day they annually commemorate.
They were to gather Alms, and go in i”erfon to redcem
Chriftian Slaves 5 which Work profpered fo well, that
Velafco (the firft General or Head) fet at Liberty 400
within theSpace of SixYears after its Foundation. Their
Habit was a Coat and Scapular of courfe white Cloath,
garnifhed with Cordons and Ribbons, wherewith they
faf’ned it about their Necks, and from the upper-end
thereof ifflued a Cap that covered half their Head :
The Monks wore their Coats and Scapulars reaching
down to their Feet; but thofe of the Knights were
much fhorter. A4. D. 1251. King James, the Founder,
granted unto all the Fraternity, that they fhould wear
upon their Scapulars the Arms of Aragon, <iz. Or 4 Pales .
Gules, and above that the White Cro%s of the Church of
Barcelona in a red Field, with Two Coats joined toge-
ther per fefs in one Shield, which came afterwards to
be encompaflcd with a Bordure, which the Knights
wore on their Scapulars, but the Monks on their
Mantles, and both upon their Breafts. Difputes arifing
among themfclves, they were mcorporated with the
Knights of Montefu 5 fo that, everfince, the whole Fra-
ternity have been only Priefts. The Mafter General
hath his Refidence at Barcelona, by the Decrees of Pope
Clement V. and Jobn XXII. To conclude, they now
colle@ great Sums of Money, fend out their Agents
yearly, chieflyto Algiers and Fefs, and for the Redemp-
tion of Chriftian Captives, and have from the Time of
their Inftitution followed their propofed Ends with all
religious Care and Faithfulnefs.
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27. Knights of the Rofary in Toledo.

Roderick , Bifhop of Toledo in Spuin, {eeing the Coyn-
!?' fore opprefled by the Moors, aflembled the Nobleft
of the City, and propofed the Neceflity of their Aflift-
ance to extirpate the Moors 5 wherceunto they being u-
nanimoully inclin’d, he gave Beginning to this Order.
By their Statutes,bcfides Aghting againft the Moors, they
are obliged to fay, continualF, the Rofary of our
Blefled Lady. Their Rule og Living was that of
St. Dominick 5 and their Enfign the Figure of our Lady
of the Rofary upon a Ciofs flory, quarterly, argent and
fable.

28. Knights of St. Mary the Glorious, in Italy,

‘Their Author was Bartholomeo de Fincenra, a Frar
Preacher, or Domisican, afterwards Bifhop of that City.
The End he chiefly defigned, was to procure Peace 10
Italy, then much difquicted by Civil Wars. It was ir.-
fituted, A. D. 1233. called Generalis Devotionis annv
and approved and confirmed by Pope Urban IV. 4. |,
1262. and the Rule of St. Dominick_prefcribed them,

who are obhﬁed to take into their Care Widows ard
Orphans, and endeavour to beget Concord among fuch
as are at Variance. Their Habit is a White Tunick or
Caflogk, and 3 Mantle of Ruffet ; fome make their.
Badge which they wear upon their Beaft a purple Crofs
paree bordered with Gold, others make it a purple Crofs
patee, with Tio Stars in chief 5 but Marguez, that has
writof the Order of Knighthood, gives it ar Otfogonal
Crofs, like that of Malta, They profefs Obedicnce and
Corgugal Chaftity 5 but are forbid to wear Spurs or
Bridles of Gold: They are commonly called Cavaleri
de Madona, and refide at Bolonia, Modena, and other Italian
Cities 5 and becaufe they have no Monafteries, but
dwell in their own Houfes at Eafe and Plenty, they
were called Fratres Gandentes or Hilares.

D 39+ Knighss
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29. Knights of St. James, in Portugal,

Were inflituted, 4. D. 1310. by Denys VL Kin{;} of
Portugal, in honour of St. James, under whofe Pro-
te€tion he became vittorious in divers' Battles againft
thc Moors, and at length quieted his Kingdom by the
" Affiftance of thefe Kmghts. It was not long after
its Inftitution ere this %)rder flourifhed, throu%)h the
Privileges the Founder beftowed, and the Approbation
of Pope Nicholas IV. and others his Succeflors. The
Knights profefs Conjugal Chaftity, Hofpitality and O-
bedience, and none are admitte? till they make proof
of their Gentility by Blood. Their Enfign is a red
Sword, formed like that of St. Fames of Galicia 3 the
Habit White, and the only difference between them
lies in a little Twift of Go{d which thefe of Portugal
draw about their Sword. At Alcafar de Sul was their
Principal Convent, which they afterwards removed ta
Dalmela, where it yet continues. Their Statutes, erc.
are much the fame with thofe of St. Yames in Galicia,
whereupon fome erroneoufly have confounded them.

Ago'. Knights of our Lady, and of St. George of

Montcfa.
1

" Tuis Order fucceeded into the Lands and Poffeffions
of the Knights Templars in Valentia, as the Knights
Hofpitallers did into thofe of the Templars in France, Italy,
and England ; for James 1. King of Aragon and Palentia,
refufing to give their Revenues to the Hofpitallers (which
* as other Princes had done) gave them to the Convent
of Montefz, where had been placed both Knights and
Friars of the Order of Calatrava 5 and excufing him-
felf to Pope Fohn XXII. A4.D. 1317. he inftituted
this Order in the City Zalentia (neverthelefs fubjeé to
that of Calatrava) and made choice of the Town of
Montefa, to give the Knights both Name and Habitation,
whom he obliged to defend his Kirigdom againft the
Mnors.  Their College, dedicated to St. George, was
built the following Year, and their Statutes confirmed
by the fiid POPC Sohn; who gave them the C{’ﬂertian
: ' ' Rule.
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Rule. Upon their Habit is White, and the Badge s
plain red Crgs, which they wear on their Breafts. 4. D,
1599. the Order of St. Grorge &’ Alfama was incorporated
to it. And the Great Office of Mafter hereof is in the
King of Spain, who hath the Revenue of Thirteen
Commandaries belonging thereunto to the Value of
23000 Ducats per annum, .

31. Knights of Chrift in Portugal,

Thuese fprang alfo from the Ruin of the Knights
Templars, whofe confifcated Eftates Kinf Denys, fir-
named Penoca, defired of Pope Fohn XXII. might not
be difpofed out of his Kingdom, in regard of the
great Evils the Neighbouring Moors in Algarves, did his
Kingdom ; and foralmuch as the Town of Cafiro Marin
was a Frontier, and commodious to refift the Enemy,
he moved for Licence to inftitute an Order of Knights
thercin, and offer’d his Holinefs the Rents and Jurif-
dittian thereof, which accordingly was granted by the
Pope, and dedicated it to the Honour of God, and
the Exaltation of the Catholick Faith, under the Title
of the Milisary Order of our Lord Jefus Chrift, as is alledged
from the miraculous Apparition of our Saviour cruci-
fied, feen by the King when he went out to fight the
Moors.

32.. Knights of the Paffion of Jefus Chrift.

Thais Order was erefted by Charles King of France,
(tho’ it made no Progrefs) and our King Richard 11. with
a large Defign exceeding all other Religious Orders,
except thofe of St. John of Ferufalem and Knights Tem-
plars. They were to renew the Memory of our Sa-
viour’s Paffion, to extirpate Pride, Covetoufnefs and
Luxury, tomake way for the Reconqueft of Jerufalem
and Palefline, and for the Subverfion and Confufion of
Enemies of the Faith. A MSS. in the Avundelian Libra-
ry, reckons up Twenty Caufes for the Neceffity of its
Inftitution, which are too long to be inferted 5 and
altho’ it was dedicated to our Saviour, yet the Blefled
Virgin was look’d upon as a principal Mediatrefs and

Advocate



‘ (42)

Advocate of this Holy Chevalry. Their Govern-
ments in the cgrinci al Convent, were to be de-
bated by Five Councils, in the Prefence of the Prince :
1. The Quotidian Council, confiting of Twenty-four ;
2. The Particular confifting of about Fourty :
3. The Grand Council confifting of Eighty. 4. The
General Chapter held every Year. And, 5. The
Univerfal Chapter to be held every Fourth or Sixth
Years, confifting of a Thoufand Knights of the
Chevalry. The%tincipal Officer was the Grand Jufli-
ciary, the next the Grand Bai?f : In the Chief City,
and in every City and Caftle of theirs, one was to ad-
minifter Juftice called a Poseflare. In the general
Chapter was to be an Officer called the Senator, and in
the rJnivcrfa.l Chapter 2 Diffaror with Coadjutors and
Afliftants.

In the principal Convent were to beTen Executers of
Juftice, and Four ftyled Charitable Commiffaries, whofe
Office was, to pravide for Widows and Orphans; and
whereas this Order was made up of Eight (gvcral Lan-
guages, and as many Notaries, who put on the Habit
of the Brothers ; for the greater Regularity of their
Order, they were to bind themfelves by Oath to
the Obfervance of thefe Three Points, Obedience to
Sovercigns, Poverty of Spirit, and Conjugal Chaflity.
They were allotted for their Maintainance, the Poffel-
fion of Cities, Caftles, e~c. Gold, Silver, e#c. and all
to be in common, erc.

There was to belong to the Caftle or Principal Con-
vent a Church of marvellous Stru&ture ; it was defign’d
Fifty Cubits in breadth, without any Pillars, 2 Hun-
dred Cubits long, and in height Twenty-five ; likewife
an Hofpital, where the Widows of the Holy Chevalry
fhould attend ugon the Sick and Infirm ; a Baptiftery or
Font, for the Baptizing the Children of theKnights;
a flately Palace, with a great Hall and large Confifto-
rics, to contain the Prince and Council with their Re-
tinuc; with a large and delightful Cloifter for the Ca-
nons and Clerks ; together with a very fpacious Palace,
to cntertain the Princes of the #We? when they came
that Way, cither to War, or upon Pilgrimage : In

fine, there was to have been Three chicf Halls, wbct}“cin
. they
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they might dine together ; with diftin& Lodgings and
Habitations, Wine-Cellars, Granges, Granaries, Sta-
bles for Horfes and Cattel, Eafements, Mills, Cifterns,
Baths, and all other Neceffaries for the Chevalry. Their
Habit was to denote the Paffion of Jefus.

THe Drefs they were obliged to was a hanfome Cloth
Coat of a civil Colour, reaching down half way their
Legs, and girt with a large Girdle of Silk or Lecather
Two Fingers broad, the Buckle of Black Horn, the
Tongue and Garnithing of the Holes, Tin; to have
Red Chaperons or Caps, reprefentin the Blood of our
Saviour; over their faid Coats, a §/lantle of White
Cloth or Serge, which from the Shoulders down-
ward was to be open on both Sides along the Arms,
and in that Part before the Breaft a Crofs of red Cloth
or Serge Two Fingers broad, extending to the Breadth
and Length of that Part of the Mantle 5 the Crofs of the
Prince’s Mantle was to be edged round with a Gold
Fringe about half an Inch broad ; there were to be
fome other fmall Diftin&ion as to the Shape of the
Crofs upon the White Habit to be ufed by this Holy
Chevalry. Their Arms in a Banner were Argent, upona
Crofs Gules 5 a Compafs of Four convex [emi-circles, conjoyn-
ing Four inservening Angles alternately [able (in Allufion to
the Agony of our Lord) charged with an gnus Dei
Or, the Compafs and Crofs both fimbriated Gold, with a little
red Bordure.

In Times of extraordinary Danger, and great Bat-
tles, they were to have another én ular and folemn
Banner ; every Knight was to have Eis Efquirc armed
at all Points, alittle Valet for his Lance and Helmet, o
bigger to carry his Mail, and a third to lead his Sump-
ter ; Five Horfes, and Four Servants were to attend
him in all Warlike Expeditions, and Two or Three
Horfes and Servants in all Times of Peace. The Num-

ber of thefe Knights of the Holy Chevalry was 1000
or 1300. 2

33. The q/rder of the Brician If;;igbts 12 Sweden.

Was founded, 4. D. 1366. by an holy and famous
Queen of that Kingdom which they repute St. Bridgi:,
the
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the Aim of whofe Profeffion was to oppofe Herefy,
fecure the Confines of the Kingdom, bury the Dead,
fuccour Widows and Fatherlefs, and to keep up Ho-
fpitali?’. Their chief Enfign was a Blse Ofogonal Crofs,
and under it a Tongue of Fire, the Symbol of tovc and
Charity. '

34. Knights of St. Maurice iz Savoy.

Tais Order took its rife upon the Retreat of /ma-
dews VIII. Duke: of Savoy, inte the Defart of Ripailie,
near the Lake of Geneva, and was conferrd by him,
A. D. 1434. on Ten of his Courticrs, who retird
with him, as well as to preferve the Memory of
St. Maurice, the Patron of Savey. Nine Years after its
Inftitution, the Founder was ele&ed Pope, 4. D. 1439.
and affumed the Name of Fe/ix V. Nine Years after
that he refigned the Chair, and retird to his Salitude
in Ripaille, where he died, Fan. 7. 1451. and lies bu-
ried at Laufanna. The Order continued not long after
his Death ; but Duke Emanuel Philibers reftored it,
A.D. 1572. and the Dukes of Savoy are their Grand
Mafters. o

35. Knights of the Holy Ghott,

Were inflituted by Pope Paul II. 4. D. 1468. under
the Title of Brethren of the Hofpital of the Holy Ghoft.
T'hey wore upon their Habits a #hite Crofs forme.

36. Ruights of St. George in Auftria and Ca-
. ' : rinthia.

" Tue Emperor Frederick 111. others {fay Rudolphus of
Hapshurgh, firft Founder of the Greatnefs of the Houfe
of Aufiria, inftituted this Order, 4. D. 1470. chiefly
to guard the Frontiers of Germany, Hungary, Auflria,
Stiria, and Carinthia, and to fupprefs the Infolency of
the Turks, fince which thefe Knights have gallantly
behaved themfelves. The Great Mafter was advanc’d
to the Honour of a Prince 5 and the Caftle of Mild/tad
in Carinthia was given him for his Scat, where was
: foundcd
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founded a Cathedral Church of Canons, under the
Rule of St. Auguflin. Their Enfign is the Arms of
St. George, ared Crofs, and their Habit white 5 they pro-
fefs Conjugal Chaftityand Obedience, and have the
Emperors for their Prote@ors.
HERE are alfo Cavalleros de San SJorge en Alemania, an
Order ere&ed by the Emperor Maximilian, 1494. upon
the like Defign with the former 5 it was confirmed b
Pope Alexauder VI. and is under the fame Profeffion anz
Protection as the other. There Enfign is a red Grofs,
with a Crown of Gold on the top of it 5 they were other-
wife called crouned Knighes 5 for after they had ferved a
Year, they and their Heirs have a tKeculiar right of
Adorning their Shields and Helms with Crown ; the
Occafion was upon a notable Vitory obtained againft
the Turks, who confefled that 2 Man on Horfebac fup-
{ed to be St. George, put them into that Fear and
Eforder as to quit the Field. S

37- Knights of St. Gcbrgc at Rome.

THESE were inflituted by Alexander VI. 1498. or, as
others fay, by Pope Pau/IIL. at whofe Death it became.
extinét. They dwelt at Ravenna, their Province, and
were to fecure the Adriatick Sea from Pyrates.

38. Knights of St. Peter at Rome.

-Pore Lo X. 4. D. 1520, inflituted this Order to
ht againft the Turks, and defend the Sea Coafls..
eir Number was Four Hundred they wore the

Image ‘of St. Peser within an Oval of Gold hanging at a
Golden Chain, : ' ,

39- Knights of St.Paul at Rome,
Were inftituted by Pau/ JIL. 1540. and while he was

Pope, he made Two Hundred of them. Their Enfign
was . Paul’s Image hanging at a Golden Chain.

40, Knights
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40. Knights called Pios at R()mc.

Pore Pius IV. ere€ed this Order 1560. He created of
them at firft 375. but they encreafed to 53 5. He granted
them very confiderable Endowments, and preferr’d them
before xc Knights of the Empire, and Malta, becaufe
they were his Courtiers, and had-the Charge of carrying
* his Chair on their Shoulders when he went abroad.

41. Knights of St. Stephen a: Florence.

_ Tais Order was founded in imitation of the Knights
of Malta, 1561. by Cofmo de Medics; I1. Duke of Florence,
afterwards firft Duke of Txfcany, in honour of St. Sre-
phen, Pope and Martyr, the gatron of the City of
Florence, and in memory of the Battle on the 6th of
Auguft, (St. Stephens-day) at Marciano, where over-
throwing the Affertors of Liberty, he laid the Founda-
tion of his Grandeur. Piss IV. confirmed it under the
Rule of 8t. Benedit, which was afterwards enlarged
with many Emoluments and Privileges, by the fucceed-
ing Popes. The Knights vow’d Conjugal Chaftity and
Charity, in relieving the Aflited, Obedience to theip
Mafters the Great Dukes of Tufcany. The chief Place
of their Refidence was at Pifs, where the Founder e-
re&ed a Church and Convent, asa Nurfery for Perfons
skilful in Maritime Affaird, but fince it is transferred to
Cofmapoli in the Ifle of Ilva. Their Habit is 2 long
Mantle of White Chamlet trimmed with Red, and on
the left part of their Breaft a Crofs (like that of Malra)
of red ot crimfon Satin bordcr’d with Gold 5 it is daily worn .
on their Cloaks, and on their Military Garments, and
about their Necks in a Ribbon on Feftival Days. This
Order (like the Malte[e) alfo confifts of Knights, Pricfts
and Servants. The Priefts wear the Crofs of red Taffaty
withouta Bordure, the Servants the Crofs of St. Antho-
ny only. The Statutes were reformed by Ferdinand Duke
of Tuftany, Son to the Founder, and approv'd, 1590.

42, Knights
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42. K):x;glit: of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus in
Savoy.

. Popx Gregery XIII having, it the Requeft of Fma.
nuel Philibers, Duke of Savoy, reftor'd the Order of St.
Lazarxs, and the Order of St. Maxrice, A4.D. 1592, and
conflituted this Duke Grand Mafter, the fame Year,
for their greater Honour, he united them under the
Title of St. Maxrice and St. Lazarms, and appointed the
Dukes of Savoy Hereditaries and Matfters, and oblip’,
them to furnith out two Gallies for the Service of the
Papal See, to be, employ’d againft Pyrates. Upon this
Union, the Knights had aﬂiin’d them for Habir 5
Gown of Crimfon Tabby, with wide Sleeves, along
